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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. John Bolger                                          Ref No. 39/09

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	All Ireland Talent Show
	25 January 2009


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Bolger’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards: section 3.4.2 persons and groups in society).   Mr. Bolger states that racist comments were made by Blathnaid Ní Chofaigh with reference to Irish people finding the English accent irritating.  He further states that the most popular broadcaster in racing is Tracy Piggott and not many people have a problem with her accent.
Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that one of the contestants was a female student from Drogheda.  This young student writes her own poetry and then performs it with various accents.  Her performance in the show involved using an English accent.  When the judges commented on her performance one of them, Blathnaid Ní Chofaigh, gave as her opinion Irish people find English accents irritating.

RTÉ cannot find any requirement in the code which might have been breached by Ms. Ní Chofaigh’s remark.  The code refers to discrimination and stereotyping. The remark which was a casually made personal opinion of Ms. Ní Chofaigh’s does not discriminate against anyone.  The student who recited her poetry was unanimously selected by the three judges to proceed to the next stage of the contest.  On a more general view, it is impossible to sustain an argument that the remark discriminated against English people as a whole.  This is simply the personal view of one person.  Many people dislike particular accents.  One can dislike an accent without discriminating against the person who has that accent.

The code also raises the issue of stereotyping.  Ms. Ní Chofaigh’s remark was an expression of her own view.  It was not endorsed by any other panel member and does not represent the view of RTÉ.  Many if not most viewers would disagree with Ms. Ní Chofaigh’s views.  If anything, if the remark is to be taken at full value, Ms. Ní Chofaigh is guilty of stereotyping Irish people by suggesting that most Irish people find English accents irritating.  But this would be to confer far too much significance to an off-the-cuff remark.

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submission made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a comment made by one of the judges concerning English accents during a broadcast of a talent show.  In assessing the complaint, the Commission had to have regard to the Code of Programme Standards, in particular section 3.4.2 which requires that: ‘Programme material shall not support or condone discrimination against any person or section of the community, in particular on the basis of age, gender, marital status, membership of the Traveller community, family status, sexual orientation, disability, race or religion’.
The Commission noted that the series was a talent competition which included a panel of five judges.  Regular television viewers are familiar with the genre of programming and as such, would expect banter and critical comment to be part of the show.  In this broadcast, after each contestant performed, the judges expressed their views on the performance.  One young female contestant recited a poem in an English accent.  One of the female judges included in her assessment a comment about English accents:

‘Irish people find English accents irritating.  Because you are talking about yourself in a secondary school, I would have liked to have heard that in your own accent.  People have seriously upped their game today.’ 

The Commission noted that the remark was an off-the-cuff remark in the context of a response to a performance.  The tone was good-humoured and moderate.  On hearing the piece, the Commission was of the view that the judge’s comment was not intended to be discriminatory.  It was a judge making a comment about the accent assumed by one of the contestants and noted that she was disappointed she had not used her own accent.  Viewers and contestants expect banter and critical comment to be part of the programme. 

The Commission would acknowledge that the comment was inappropriate.  However, given the context of the content, and the tone of the broadcast, there was no evidence of any intent to condone or support discrimination.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d) Code of Programme Standards - Section 3.4.2 - persons and groups in society discriminating against race.
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