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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin McMahon, Ref. no. 04/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Tonight with Vincent Browne'
	20 November 2003 


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. McMahon's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to the 'Tonight with Vincent Browne' show on RTÉ radio on the 20th  November 2003. 

Mr. McMahon states this was an outside broadcast from Limerick concerned with a conference earlier that day which covered the "Limerick crime situation".  The panel on the show on the night of the 20th November, included representatives from Fine Gael and Labour, a Socialist councillor, a Garda representative and crime journalist, Mr. Paul Williams, amongst others.  During a discussion on crime, Mr. McMahon, claims Mr. Vincent Browne showed his Socialist tendencies by using a soft approach towards the Socialist councillor's answers to questions while attacking those from both the Labour and Fine Gael representatives.  The Garda representative was also subjected to a barrage of disingenuous questioning by Mr. Browne.  Mr. McMahon believes this type of questioning by the presenter shows he does not treat his panel members equally.  He further claims that the presenter puts forward his own socialist views by constantly stating that social deprivation is the real cause of crime.  He believes Mr. Browne should not be allowed to use his programme in this way.
Station’s Response

RTÉ in their response state that Mr. McMahon's view that Mr. Vincent Browne used the programme of the 20th November, to promote his "militant  Socialist/Communist political disposition", is to completely misunderstand Mr. Browne's role on his programme.  RTÉ state Mr. Browne's  function is to generate entertaining and provocative debate that provides the listener with insights into matters of current political interest.  He succeeds in doing this by putting arguments on the opposite spectrum and thereby stimulates debate in an entertaining manner.  However, the views he puts to his guests are not necessarily his own and to characterise these as "socialist" is to misunderstand the role Mr. Browne undertakes in his programme.  Furthermore, RTÉ state the audience listening to the programme does not believe that every opinion put forward by Mr. Browne represents the view of that station.

Referring to the debates on the programme on 20th November, RTÉ state that  despite Mr. McMahon's claim that the presenter advanced the theory that social deprivation was the real cause of crime, he in fact, challenged Jan O'Sullivan, Labour TD, when she raised this issue of social deprivation in relation to the level of crime.  During the discussion, Mr. Browne allowed panel members to put forward their views and then challenged them to defend their thinking.  He continued in this vein and the result was good provocative presentation that makes lively broadcasting.  Overall, it is RTÉ's opinion that the programme from Limerick, was a good example of a healthy debate that listeners would have found stimulating and fair.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a).  The panel discussion presented a balanced view of the issues.  The presenter generated a robust debate and questioned the panellists in a fair manner.  

The complaint was rejected.
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