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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin McMahon, Ref: 05/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Tonight with Vincent Browne'
	26 November 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. McMahon's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), of the Broadcasting Act, 2001,  relates to the 'Tonight with Vincent Browne' show on RTÉ radio on the 26th November 2003. 

Fr. Seán Healy from Cori was a guest on the show along with Audrey Dean, St. Vincent de Paul and two other guests.  Mr. McMahon states that Fr. Seán Healy, a well-known socialist, addressed various "leading questions" posed by Mr. Vincent Browne.  He  gives the following as an example of what he considers bias towards anyone holding the same views as the presenter.  Mr. McMahon states that during  a discussion about poverty, the presenter claimed that the real corruption in society is not the planning that went on, but the GROSS inequalities and the unfairness of the society we have created and the neglect of people in terrible conditions.  Fr. Seán Healy was then allowed to suggest that there is a conspiracy and that this alleged unfairness is not an accident -- it was planned.  Mr. McMahon states that the presenter did not interrupt Fr. Seán Healy because he happened to be in agreement with him.  Whereas when an opposing view was put by Mr. Jim Power, another panel member, Mr. Browne dished out a disparaging response. The panel discussion continued in this vein and Mr. McMahon believes Mr. Browne introduced his own personal anti-capitalism/pro-socialist mindset in his stewardship of his radio programme.  He is of the view that Mr. Browne uses the broadcast media to further propagate, what he considers, is his undemocratic views.  He believes Mr. Browne should not be allowed to use his programme in this way.
Station’s Response

The panel discussion on the programme on the 26th November, was the political argument over what were the real levels of poverty in Ireland.  RTÉ state that once again, Mr. McMahon's critique of the programme is peppered with his own political views.  Throughout the debate, Mr. Browne acted as devil's advocate on occasions, at other times he interrupted to challenge the views expressed.  RTÉ deny Mr. McMahon's claim that Fr. Seán Healy was not challenged on his views by the presenter because he fundamentally agreed with his "socialist" opinions.  Furthermore, the ability of the other panellists to look after themselves in a political debate is in no doubt.  RTÉ believe the  programme in question,  stimulated a lively debate together with the  unique interventionist and opinionated style of the presenter.  Taken over the run of the series, RTÉ believes listeners are exposed to all viewpoints and find equal rigour applied to all contributors in the interviewing techniques of the presenter.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a).  The guests on the panel, together with the presenter, debated the issue in a fair and unbiased manner.  The format of the programme was such that views were challenged, whether they were put forward by the presenter or panel members.  It was a robust debate, created by the well-known style of the presenter.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in the broadcast.  

The complaint was rejected.
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