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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin McMahon, Ref. no. 11/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Tonight with Vincent Browne'
	05 January 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. McMahon's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to an item on 'Tonight with Vincent Browne' shows of the 5th and 6th of January,  dealing with the possible redevelopment of Lansdowne Road.

Mr. McMahon claims Mr. Browne used these programmes and this topic to further advance his overt hard-left Socialist agenda.  During the discussion with a panel which included amongst others Mr. Prionsias deRossa, M.E.P., Labour Party, Mr. Fran Rooney of FAI and  Mr. Philip Brown, IRFU, Mr. McMahon claims the presenter introduced the supposed inequity of the Lansdowne Road project.  Mr. Browne puts forward his own views that State money should not be spent on such 'trivial'  projects but instead channelled into housing and community projects.  Mr. McMahon claims that the presenter shouts down those on the panel who attempt to put forward counterbalancing views.  He states that Mr. Browne's persistent editorialising regarding his subjective views on the Lansdowne Road project is not permissible.  His views, he claim, highlight Mr. Browne's socialist bias regarding state-funded projects. 
Station’s Response

RTÉ in their reply state that this topic was discussed on the shows of the 5th and 6th of January when Mr. Vincent Browne put to the various panelists that the monies spent on a National Stadium would be better spent on improving schools, health care etc.,  There were sufficient politicians and journalists on the panel on both nights to respond to this argument.  The listeners to this show, knowing the presenter's style, would have no difficulty making up his or her mind as to the whether the position put forward by Mr. Browne was rebutted or not.  The audience, RTÉ claim,  understands that Mr. Browne is stimulating interesting debate with the technique he uses and they can take or leave his views as they wish.

As to whether Mr. Browne is "permitted" to give his personal views on air, RTÉ draw attention to the Broadcasting Legislation amendment of section 18(1) and state that the intention of this amended section, was that RTÉ should avoid being subjective and partial in a political debate.  This is a world away from one presenter on a late night programme expressing his or her own views on certain matters.  Mr. Browne's views are his own and not  that of RTÉ.  He is being provocative  and in doing so, generates response from his guests.  RTÉ also rejects Mr. McMahon's claim that Mr. Vincent Browne is consistently propounding Socialist views and point to Mr. Browne's opposition to State funding of the redevelopment of Lansdowne Road.  If this was the case, then surely a Socialist would be in favour of major Government works. RTÉ rejects Mr. McMahons claims and believe they have not breached any part of the Broadcasting Act.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a).  The programmes presented a balanced view on the issue of the redevelopment of Lansdowne Road.  The presenters style is well-known and during these programmes he used it to create a robust debate.  The resultant discussions on both programmes were fair and there was no evidence of editorial bias.  

The complaint was rejected.
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