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Complaint made by: Mr. Kevin O'Riordan, Ref. no. 13/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	TG4
	'Paddy Fitz, Féar an Hata'
	04 January 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. O'Riordan's complaint, under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) and (b)(law & order) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers the 'Féar an Hata' programme broadcast on TG4 on 4th January 2004.  The complainant found the item to be offensive and unfair to the English people.  The person at the centre of the programme was allowed to express his very racist views ('I detest the English') and he also explains while living in England one day at mass he stands up and shouts at the Priest, 'damn you and the Queen of England'.  This programme was first aired on March 17th 2003 and then again on January 4th 2004.  The complainant does not know what message this sends to English people living or visiting in Ireland or the Irish community living in England trying to live in harmony with their English neighbours.  The complainant finds it totally unacceptable that this material was broadcast twice.
Station’s Response

TG4 states that the programme in question is an affectionate profile of a well known Connemara character, a talented athlete whose Gaelic football career lasted well into his sixth decade.  He was an emigrant for part of his life.  He is an eccentric colourful man of strong views.  A constant theme is the big difference between the time of his youth and the present era.  In the programme he talks about his life, the places and people that shaped him, locations he visited and his views on things that happened to him and to others.  

Both style and content of the programme are light and entertaining.  It is clear from the context that Paddy Fitzpatrick's views are entirely his own and in many cases not shared by anyone else.  It is also clear that he is a natural storyteller and a man prone to hyperbole for dramatic effect, particularly when recounting his own exploits or outlining his opinions.  He is at pains to contrast himself with other, less talented and less colourful people.

His comments about English people and his recounting of the incident where he challenged a priest while attending Mass in England are presented for what they are -- the colourful and exaggerated bragging of a loner, a self-styled 'hard man'.  A viewer could not reasonably construct that the programme or TG4 is encouraging anyone to agree with these views or take any action as a result of the views he expresses.  On the contrary, TG4 is confident that the expression of such extreme attitudes and views in the context of the tone of the programme would further highlight the ridiculous nature of such views and that it is rather an ambassador of tolerance.

As with all TG4 commissioned programmes, this production was closely vetted by the station's experienced Commission Editors and they were happy with the contents both before and after its first transmission.

TG4 does not regard this programme as being offensive to anyone and does not accept that it merits a complaint of the nature suggested by Mr. O'Riordan.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. O'Riordan.  The Commission was of the view that TG4 did not infringe Sections 24(2)(a)(impartiality) and (b)(law&order).  The programme was a profile of a well known local character in Connemara, an entertainment programme.  'Féar an Hata' was light in tone and reflected the views held by Paddy Fitz and it was clear, they were his own views.  His comments made about the English were in keeping with his well-known character and that portrayed in this programme, and as such, unlikely to cause offence.  It was the Commission's view that at no stage during the programme was racism endorsed, or encouraged.

The complaint was rejected.  
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