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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Ms. Anne Brennan Ref No. 153/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	Newstalk 106 FM
	Competition
	18th November, 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Ms. Brennan's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b), taste and decency, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to a competition called 'Celebrity Shut Up'.  Listeners were asked to identify various voices and if they could do so, "the voices may go away".  Ms. Brennan believes this quote could be linked to a mental disorder where sufferers believe that the voices in their heads are really there. The disorder often means the sufferers are hospitalized and, therefore, Ms. Brennan considers the line to be offensive.

Station’s Response:

No response from the Broadcaster.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Brennan.  The Commission was of the view that Newstalk 106FM did not infringe Section 24(2)(b).  The promotion for the 'celebrity shut up' competition was considered to be within acceptable standards.  The term 'to make the voice go away' was directly related to the format of the competition being run and could not be considered to be offensive.  Listeners had to guess who five mystery voices belonged to and had the opportunity to win money for a correct guess.  The text of the promotion was suitable for broadcast.  The complaint was rejected.
The Commission expressed its concern with the lack of response by the broadcaster, Newstalk 106FM, to this complaint.
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