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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Ms. Noelien Mahase Ref. No. 155/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	Newstalk 106 FM
	'The Wide Angle'
	25th October, 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Ms. Mahase’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b), taste and decency, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to the programme broadcast on 25th October - Palestinian Awareness Week in which a tale was told of a young Arab boy having nightmares.  He wanted his parents to bury his marbles as his friend had his house blown up by the I.D.F for playing with his marbles.  The complainant asks if we are to believe that the Israeli army blow up Arab homes just because children play!  Ms. Mahase claims the presenter of the show, Karen Coleman, is pro-Palestinian and any chance she gets, she puts Israel down.

Station’s Response:

No response from the Broadcaster.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Mahase.  The Commission was of the view that Newstalk 106FM did not infringe Section 24(2)(b).  The broadcast in question was fair and impartial and no inference of violence being perpetrated due to children playing was evident.  The complaint was rejected.
The Commission expressed its concern with the lack of response from the broadcaster, Newstalk 106FM, to this complaint.
BCC Board Meeting, Mar 2004, Ref 155/03




