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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Joseph Doolan Ref. No. 167/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	Newstalk 106 FM
	'Take at Ten'
	30th October, 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. Doolan's complaint, under Sections 24 (2)(a)(impartiality), (b)(taste & decency and law & order) and (f)(slander), of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to a discussion on domestic violence and why it is tolerated in Ireland.  Mr. Doolan claims a one-sided view, that of the female, was put forward on this programme.  When he tried to lodge a complaint with the station, he was met with hostility and arrogance. He further states that the station is engaging in gender discrimination and promoting gender cleansing.  He believes the station has adopted the feminist model of domestic violence and, thereby, reinforces a stereotypical image of all men as sub-human and violent control freaks. Furthermore, he questions the relationship between the producers, presenters and the various pressure groups represented on the station's programmes.

Station’s Response:

No response from the Broadcaster.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Doolan.  The Commission was of the view that Newstalk 106FM did not infringe Sections 24(2)(a)(impartiality), (b)(taste & decency) and (f)(slander).  The programme was presented in a fair and impartial manner, with no evidence of editorial bias.  The programme included interviews with two victims of domestic violence, one female and one male.  Also, in discussing the issue of domestic violence the panel members referred to both male and female perpetrators and both male and female victims and condemned all such violence.  There was no gender discrimination evident at any time during the programme.

The Commission expressed its concern with the lack of response from the broadcaster, Newstalk 106FM, to this complaint.  

The complaint was rejected.
BCC Board Meeting, Mar 2004, Ref 167/03




