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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin McMahon, Ref. no. 18/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Tonight with Vincent Browne'
	13 January 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. McMahon's complaint under Section 24 (2)(a)(impartiality), of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to a discussion about the eviction of some traveller families in Tallaght which he claims was one sided.  Mr. McMahon states that the vast majority of the time broadcast was given to the pro-itinerant spokespersons.  No hard questions were put to those people, while castigatory comments and questions were put by Mr. Vincent Browne to the lone anti-encampment panellist, in the short time given to her.  Furthermore, Mr. McMahon states,  no officials of South Dublin County Council were on the panel.  Similarly, no politicians were given an opportunity to counterbalance  what Mr. McMahon believes is the bias of the presenter.  Mr. McMahon claims this item was not dealt with on an impartial basis and served to highlight Mr. Browne's overt pro-itinerant bias.
Station’s Response

RTÉ in their response state that the discussion about the eviction of the traveller families was a short item and last on the agenda, on the night in question.  There were three contributors to this discussion including Ms. Lisa Green, a resident, Mr. Don Tipping, a councillor from South Dublin County Council who had been Chairman of the Council's Travellers Committee and Ms. Orla McCaffrey of a Travellers Support Group.  RTÉ believes these three people on the panel provided a balance of views in the general discussion. The programme production team sought a spokesperson from the Council but none was available.  However, RTÉ believes that even without the Council spokesperson, the item was balanced and objective.  RTÉ reject Mr McMahon's claim of bias on the part of the presenter and believes his complaint misrepresents what listeners heard on the night.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a).  The panel discussion was fair and presented a balanced view on the issue.  The line of questioning of the presenter was impartial and facilitated a balanced discussion.

The complaint was rejected.  
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