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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Ms. Ann-Marie McCafferty, Ref no. 181/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	Spin 103.8
	News Bulletins
	23 December 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Ms. McCafferty's complaint, under Section 24 (2)(a)(impartiality) and (b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to the use by Spin 103.8 of the term 'Stab City' when referring to Limerick in their news breaks.  Ms. McCafferty states that the station uses this term even when the story has nothing to do with a stabbing.  On the morning of 23rd December, she heard a news story and again 'Stab City' was used, the word Limerick never even got a mention.  

She is a native of Limerick and thinks this type of journalism is insensitive, sensationalist, negative and does not belong on the airwaves. Ms. McCafferty thinks this kind of biased reporting is very offensive and feels the radio station needs to be reprimanded and owes the people of Limerick an apology.

Station’s Response

Spin 103.8 makes no apology for using the term 'Stab City' in this instance or any previous stories.  The scripting and news composition is designed to appeal to listeners aged between 15 and 34 and is consistently delivered in a style that is not only relevant to the station's audience but easy to understand by using everyday conversational language.  'Stab City' is a well known colloquialism not only in Ireland but abroad and has become a regularly used phrase in modern culture, hence it's inclusion in news broadcasts on Spin 103.8.

The story raised by Ms. McCafferty relates to one of the most violent and well publicised crimes in Limerick, the murder of Garda Detective Jerry McCabe who was killed during a robbery in 1996.  The term 'Stab City' is not one that was devised by Spin 103.8.  It has existed for a long time and is well known in popular usage, across the board, even receiving public mention from the Assistant State Pathologist, Dr. Marie Cassidy.

Spin 103.8 rejects any assertion by Ms. McCafferty that the piece in question involves any form of biased reporting and is not designed to offend any natives of Limerick.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Ms. McCafferty.  The Commission was of the view that the use of the term 'Stab City' when referring to Limerick City was offensive.  The use of the term had no particular context in which it might have been justified.  Also, the Commission noted that the news item in question related to a shooting that took place in Adare and not in Limerick City.  The use of the term 'Stab City' is inappropriate and causes offense.    The complaint was upheld.
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