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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Ms. Noelien Mahase, Ref. 21/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	Newstalk 106 FM
	'The Wide Angle'
	17 January 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Ms. Mahase's complaint, under Sections 24(2)(a)(impartiality) and (f)(slander) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to a discussion on the Israel / Palestinian conflict on the 'Wide Angle' programme.

A programme guest, Ms. Sofie Horndall, claimed that the Western media do not represent the events of the area, that the Israeli military have a cover up culture and the Israeli government have a cover up policy.  The world is ignorant of the facts.  Ms. Horndall also stated that the Israeli government did nothing for her family.

Ms. Horndell's brother was murdered, yet she tried to condone the acts by a female suicide bomber.  This is not murder; it is a cry for the world to notice them!  There was no mention of the fact that the Palestinian people live the way they do because the PA keep them down like that.
Station’s Response

No response from the broadcaster.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Mahase.  The Commission was of the view that Newstalk 106FM did not infringe Sections 24(2)(a) and (f).  This item dealt with the murder of the guests (Ms. Horndell) brother.  It was a human interest story and was told from the perspective of the victim's sister.  Listeners were aware of this fact.  Also, the presenter questioned and challenged claims made by her.  There was no editorial bias in this programme, nor was there any slanderous statements made during the programme.  The complaint was rejected.
The Commission expressed its concern with the lack of response from the broadcaster, Newstalk 106FM, to this complaint.  
BCC Board Meeting, Mar 2004, Ref 21/04




