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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Price, Ref. No. 30/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ TV1
	'Wild Trials'
	06 January 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Mr Price's complaint under Section 24 (2)(a) and (b) refers to the programme 'Wild Trails' which featured actor Mr. Don Wycherley. He was assigned the task of taking photos of seals on the  island of Iniskea south and while doing so,  Mr Wycherley came upon a sick grey seal pup. The programme showed him making a call on his mobile phone to a Marine Biologist for advice.  Mr Price claims the advice over the phone amounted to a diagnosis without examination and appeared not be taken seriously. The advice took the line that nothing could be done in such cases. This, Mr Price states, is untrue and he and many other scientists and vets are of the view that such animals should not be left to die. This belief is supported by scientific, conservation, welfare and even legal argument. Mr Price claims that broadcast was offensive and the programme perpetuated a one sided and bias view. Furthermore, he claims, it undermines and demeans his own lifetime's work and that of others engaged in similar work, with no right of response. While Mr Price accepts that no harm was intended by anyone in the filming of this programme, nonetheless, the viewers have been left with the perception that such animals cannot be helped in these circumstances.  He states that this programme serves to highlight the urgent need for a wildlife filming/broadcasting protocol within RTÉ.
Station’s Response

RTÉ in their response state that this programme was commissioned from the production company, Crossing the Line Films, and it's producer, John Murray is a very highly regarded independent filmmaker. Mr Murray spoke with Mr Price following the programme broadcast and assured him that  his concerns were unfounded. 

Producer's response:

Mr Murray states that during the phone call made by Don Wycherley to Marine Biologist, Michelle Cronin, seeking advice, Ms. Cronin explained that the pup was probably fine and that it's mother was probably in the area hunting for food. This is normal pattern of behaviour for seals and pups around this time.  Mr Murray states that it is important to remember that the filming took place when, due to very bad weather conditions,  the crew were stranded on the island for a week,  . Under these circumstances it would not have been possible get the seal pup off the island. Mr Murray further states, that despite the inference by Mr Price that Michelle Cronin was not taking this matter seriously, her advice to Don Wycherley that he keep an eye on the pup and that the mother would probably return, is in keeping with best practice in these situations. Ms. Cronin is a Marine Biologist with an excellent reputation who spends her life working on animal biology and specifically on Ireland's seal population. Furthermore, Mr Murray states that the crew were aware at all times of minimising disturbance to the seal colonies. They were also mindful of the belief by many leading biologists,  that nature should take its course in such circumstances i.e. nothing should be done. 

RTÉ and Mr Murray reject completely, Mr Price's claim that the programme infringed standards in regard to impartiality and taste and decency.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Sections 24(2)(a) and (b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The programme in question was presented in a fair and impartial manner.  There was no evidence of editorial bias.  Also, there was no evidence of any offensive material in this broadcast.  The programme dealt with the subject matter in a responsible manner.  

The complaint was rejected.
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