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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Patricia Ward  Ref No. 11/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV One
	‘6.01 News’
	28 October 2005


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Ward’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an item carried on the RTÉ news bulletins at 6pm.  The item on the news report covered a murder trial in Cork.  The report stated that the victim was stabbed x times; beaten about the head x times and had his throat cut.  She found this coverage very upsetting, disturbing and unnecessarily graphic.  Ms. Ward does not understand the public information need that is being met by this type of news coverage.  This type of coverage now seems to apply to all violent crimes.  

Ms. Ward has written to RTÉ to review its policy in this area.  She wants to be kept informed about what is happening in the world without wincing in the process.  She also worries about the impact of this kind of reporting on her children.  RTÉ, in their reply to her, outlined an almost mathematical approach to achieving balance which, despite its merit, is not really central to her complaint.  She does not accept that the level of detail given in the report was necessary to tell the full story.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that having viewed the report that led to Ms. Ward’s complaint, it is RTÉ’s submission to the BCC that there was no breach of programme standards in the report.  RTÉ News were of the opinion that in order for viewers to fully appreciate the awfulness of the crime that led to the trial, the reporter had to inform viewers of the degree of violence that was perpetrated on the victim in a robbery that netted €350.  There was nothing gratuitous in the report.  It was a sober and necessarily detailed report of a crime.   RTÉ cannot sanitise news because viewers may get upset.   The news editors are conscious that news reports broadcast during the day and early evening may be viewed by younger viewers and precautions are taken to avoid excessive details which some viewers might find upsetting.  RTÉ’s Southern Editor, Pascal Sheehy, was most careful in avoiding being excessive in his descriptions.  Anyone who views the report could not possibly believe there was anything gratuitous in the manner of the reporting.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The report dealt with a murder trial and included the details of the crime committed by the defendant.  The Commission would acknowledge that the details of the report were appalling.  However, the news report was factual and based on the evidence revealed in the Courts.  Also, the tone of the report was at all times reserved and serious.  The Commission was of the opinion, that the factual nature of the report, and the reserved and matter of fact tone of the presentation, was unlikely to cause widespread offence.   The complaint made by Ms. Patricia Ward has been rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme-Makers' Guidelines') of the Broadcasting Act 2001.
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