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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Maurice Fitzgerald Ref No. 13.06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2
	‘Joy in the Hood’
	16 January 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Fitzgerald’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) and (b)(taste & decency, law & order) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the programme ‘Joy in the Hood’.  Mr. Fitzgerald complains that this show was vulgar and obscene in the extreme, using many highly offensive swear words in a most forceful and offensive way and without any restriction or control.  No sufficient pre-broadcast warning was issued to the public.  The broadcast was presented as a comedy show however, Mr. Fitzgerald states that this was not comedy but a sick twisted form of stupor designed to outrage rather than amuse.  He believes RTÉ are guilty of fostering a feature culture of obscenity given the nature of the programme.  Derogatory references were made in the broadcast to people and organisations which amounted to incitement to hatred.  Mr. Fitzgerald also states that some children could have been watching the programme and it was totally unsuitable for them.  Furthermore, young children were seen up on the stage involved in extreme vulgarity, repugnant to the Constitution and the Broadcasting Acts which refer to blasphemous and incitement to hatred.  These children could be seen as yobs by the general public which may seriously affect their employment prospects.  Mr. Fitzgerald believes RTÉ have acted recklessly and in an illegal manner by airing this programme.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that the 'Joy in the Hood' is a short series of programmes in which a well-known stand-up comedian takes a few of 'amateur' comedians and trains them for three weeks before they make their first stand-up performance.  The programmes centred on communities which have a reputation for social disadvantage.  The producers of the series intended the programmes to provide a platform for voices from within these communities.  The view was that through comedy viewers would get a better insight into these communities and would see that many of the stereotype images of these areas would not be representative of most of the people and their everyday experience.  

A decision was taken that the programmes would be broadcast post-watershed in a strand of comedy programmes.  'Joy in the Hood' is followed by 'Stew' and 'Anonymous'.  Viewers of these programmes would know that they are geared towards a young adult audience familiar with contemporary stand-up comedy.  RTÉ Two has been developing indigenous comedy in recent years.  That comedy frequently contains strong language which some viewers may find offensive.  It is RTÉ's view that the audience knows this to be the case and can exercise their own discretion in deciding whether or not to view such programmes.  It is the nature of comedy that different genres are not going to find universal approval and that some people are going to find some comedy humourless whilst other views will find the same comedy very funny.  

RTÉ reject all of Mr. Fitzgerald's complaints.  RTÉ would acknowledge that it was not to everyone's taste.  But it has proven to be a very popular programme with an average audience of 297,000 viewers for each programme.  The programme was broadcast after 9 p.m..  The audience is familiar with the concept of the watershed, that programming broadcast after this time may contain material that is not suitable for younger viewers.

The programmes were a serious attempt to both entertain an audience and simultaneuosly provide a voice to communities who are frequently not heard in the national media.  In viewing the programme, RTÉ is confident that the Commission members will take into account the target audience, the lives and the experiences of the people in the programmes and the purposes for which the programmes were made.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  This series concerned the search for local people in a few particular disadvantaged areas to participate in a comedy gig.  In this particular broadcast, the show was based in Knocknaheeny in Cork and the viewer followed the progression of the five participants.  The way of life of the local community was explored and reflected in the programme.  The tone and manner of the programme was both comic and serious.  It was at no time gratuitous and there was also no evidence of incitement to hatred in this broadcast.  The Commission would acknowledge that there was swearing during the programme.  However, the swearing was part of the vernacular of the participants of the show, an integral part of their manner of speaking.  While such language, and the humour, may not have been to all tastes, in the context of the programme and the time of broadcast, it was within acceptable standards.  The Commission would note that in keeping with RTÉ's Programme Makers' Guidelines, and in particular, the 'watershed graduation period', a rider warning viewers that a programme broadcast at this time will contain strong language should be broadcast prior to airing.  The complaint made by Mr. Maurice Fitzgerald has been rejected with reference to Sections 24(2)(a)(impartiality) and (b)(taste & decency (pursuant to RTÉ's Programme Makers' Guidelines), law & order) of the Broadcasting Act 2001.
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