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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. David Marlborough   Ref. No. 16/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	‘Rattlebag’
	19 January 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Marlborough’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste and decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme-Makers' Guidelines') of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers an excerpt from a new Paul Mercier play broadcast in the afternoon.  Mr. Marlborough states that of all the excerpts RTÉ could have chosen they picked one with a mention of “sucking his cock”.  This may be fine for an evening or night time slot but not 3 o’clock in the afternoon.  There was no need to choose this particular excerpt so a conscious decision was taken by somebody to pick this one which the complainant cannot conceive of any good reason.  Mr. Marlborough believes this type of thing reflects a distinct drop in standards and as recently as 10 years ago this would not have been deemed acceptable. Apparently, there is an ‘anything goes’ type of attitude on radio/tv in recent years, which if it goes unchecked, makes the mind boggle as to what  we will be forced to endure in the future. 

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state the production team responsible for the Rattlebag programme recorded extracts from the play for inclusion in the programme.  Those extracts were edited to ensure that strong language was not included.  Unfortunately by error one of the extracts was broadcast was a pre-edit version which included the offending remark.  As soon as the error was noticed, the producer of the programme contacted the Director of Radio and the RTÉ Communications Department and said that if complaints were received an explanation should be given and an apology issued.  If Mr. Marlborough had contacted RTÉ he would have been provided with an explanation and an apology.  RTÉ fully accepts that the version that was included in the programme should not have been broadcast.  Steps have been taken to ensure that a similar mistake does not occur again. RTÉ requests that Mr. Marlborough accepts their apology.
Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The broadcast item in question was a clip from a new play which was being reviewed on 'Rattlebag'.  The Commission would note the time of the broadcast.  However, this is a programme aimed at adults.  Also, the broadcaster has stated that the item was broadcast in error and they apologised to the complainant.  The Commission is of the view that it was an unintentional error and that no gratuitous offence was intended.  In light of the fact that the item was broadcast in error and the broadcaster's subsequent actions, the Commission is of the opinion that the issue was resolved.  Therefore, the complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme-Makers' Guidelines').
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