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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Aidan Canny                               Ref. No. 110/07

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	2FM
	Gerry Ryan Show
	16 April 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Canny’s complaint, made under the Code of Programme Standards, relates to a broadcast of the Gerry Ryan Show on 16 April 2007.  The complainant submits that the broadcast had a discussion on vibrators at 9.30am.  Mr. Canny states that this discussion was completely inappropriate topic of conversation for a morning chat show.

The complainant submits that he usually listens to 2FM in the morning when he delivers his daughter to her crèche.   He had to turn off the discussion and he feels that a lot of other listeners also turned off as well.  He believes that it was a totally inappropriate time of broadcast for a discussion to include explicit references to masturbation and sex toys.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ submit that the Gerry Ryan Show has been broadcast during the mornings on 2FM for many years.  The programme comes on air at a time when children are at school; therefore the listeners are predominantly adult.  Any pre-school children listening with their parents would find the topics under discussion over their heads.  The show has a long standing reputation for dealing with topics of adult sexuality with lively contributions from members of the public who phone in.  It is the most listened to programme on 2FM.  There can be few listeners who are caught unawares by the subjects discussed.  In the programme on 16 April, the presenter read out a letter the programme had received from a listener, John, who said he felt excluded by his wife's use of a vibrator.  A number of listeners phoned into the programme and gave their views.

The topic under discussion and the tone of the discussion on this occasion was no different from that which takes place in many of the Gerry Ryan Shows.  So this is familiar territory for the listeners of the Gerry Ryan Show.  The complainant exercised his choice and turned off the programme.  But it is quite clear that hundreds of thousands of listeners to the programme do not share the complainant’s view as they continue to listen to the programme on a daily basis.  

RTÉ state that the programme obviously offended the complainant.  However, he is only one listener and he is the only complainant to the BCC on this issue.  RTÉ's Information Office only logged 2 calls complaining about the topic of discussion.   RTÉ believes that the topic under discussion fell within the audience’s expectations of what to expect on the Gerry Ryan Show and that there is no evidence that the programme gave undue offence and caused harm which is required by the Code of Programme Standards. (2.2 Due Care)

Decision of the Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The broadcast item in question concerned a discussion on, and the use of, vibrators.  The presenter started the discussion by reading out a letter he had received from a listener: - ‘right, here’s a letter from a very frustrated listener......Dear Gerry, I’m at my wits end.  I’ve just discovered after 20 years of being together, that my wife uses a vibrator...  I’m writing to ask what your female listeners think...’  The subsequent discussion was about vibrators and included the views of three women callers to the show live on-air.  

In assessing complaints under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency), the Commission must include in its assessment the provisions of 2.4 of the Code of Programme Standards.

The Commission acknowledges that the broadcaster is entitled to address sexual issues in its programming.  However, the broadcaster must do so with due regard to the Code of Programme Standards.  The Commission also acknowledges that the Gerry Ryan show is not aimed at a younger audience and that the show often deals with issues that can be considered controversial.  However, this does not circumvent the broadcasters’ editorial responsibility.

In the course of this broadcast, the Commission noted that the discussion was sexually explicit in nature, and in particular, the discussions with the three female callers.  There were a number of gratuitous sexual references made throughout the piece.  The vibrators and their uses were discussed in detail, including references of an explicit nature to the female sexual organs.   The presenter referred on many occasions to female sexual stimulation in a crude manner.     

This broadcast item was aired at approximately 9.30 a.m.  In the opinion of the Commission, the content was sexually explicit and the manner of presentation was at times gratuitous.  The nature and style of the broadcast piece was inappropriate and totally unsuitable for the time of broadcast.  The broadcast item was not within the accepted general community standards.  The complaint was upheld with reference to Section 2.1 of the Codes of Programme Standards.
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