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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Peter Murphy              Ref. No.  49/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Newstalk
	Lunchtime Show with Eamon Keane
	19 February 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Murphy’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to the Lunchtime Show with Eamon Keane.  The show covered the upcoming children’s referendum, the details of which were announced that day.  Mr. Murphy submits that all the contributors on the show were in favour of the referendum.  There was no-one interviewed to provide an opposing view.  He believes the presenter was not impartial and that the show was one sided and biased.

Station’s Response:

Newstalk refutes Mr. Murphy’s complaint of impartiality.  The discussion focused on the forthcoming Children’s Referendum, with contributions from Deputy Jim O’Keeffe, Fine Gael Justice spokesman and Deputy Brian Lenihan, Minister for Children.  Deputy O’Keeffe stated that there were certain issues that needed to be debated further and that the rights of the family should not be unbalanced.  He also wanted the referendum to be addressed as part of a calm debate and not to be part of rushed legislation just for a political end.  The presenter, Eamon Keane, asked the Minister if the Children’s Referendum could be considered as being anti-family and if the legislation was being rushed through as suggested by Deputy O'Keeffe.  The Minister replied by defending the legislation.

Newstalk submit that the discussion was presented in a fair, balanced and impartial manner.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The discussion concerned the issuing that day of the details of the proposed constitutional amendment on childrens' rights.  It included a clip of the address of the Taoiseach at the launch, and the views of Deputy Jim O'Keeffe (Fine Gael's spokesperson on Justice) and Minister Brian Lenihan on the details of the proposal.  It was not a discussion, or a debate, on the merits or otherwise of holding the referendum.  Therefore, the decision to hold, or not to hold, the referendum was not relevant to the assessment of this broadcast discussion.

This news item dealt with the proposed amendments of the referendum on childrens’ rights.  It was presented in a fair and balanced manner.  The presenter asked questions to elicit information on the details of proposed amendment in an impartial manner.  The Commission could find no evidence of the assertions as submitted by the complainant.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).
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