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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Les Winters                           Ref. No.  76/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Highland Radio
	News
	14 March 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Winters' complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to the news reports and bulletins on Highland Radio.  Mr. Winters is secretary of the Gweebarra Fishing Club.  Due to over fishing and the decline in stock along with river closures the Gweebarra Fishing Club entered into an agreement with the Northern Fisheries Board to give the river a sustainable future.

Mr. Winters further submits that Highland Radio has reported negatively about the club since June 2006.  Their reporting news items have given extended time to a group of people who are not in agreement with the Gweebarra club.

Station’s Response:

Highland Radio submits that since late summer of 2006 the angling management plan for the Gweebarra in Donegal has been an issue.  A local councillor stated that it had to come to his attention that there was no consultation with the anglers from two neighbouring clubs in the Rosses and Fintown.  At that point it was made clear that their argument was not with Gweebarra Angling Club, but with the Northern Regional Fisheries Board, who have statutory responsibility for the river.

The two clubs protested through their representative body, at which a number of senior officers resigned, and new officers were elected who were seen to be more sympathetic to the both sets of anglers.  Both sets of anglers were not willing to be interviewed.  However an agreement was reached and Mr. Winters issued a statement on behalf of his club.  This statement was received by e-mail at the station and a brief synopsis was read out as part of the news bulletin @ 10 o’clock.  Mr. Winters was then invited to be interviewed which he declined.  He took exception to the news report.

The station explained to Mr.Winters that his request for the full statement to be read out in full on air would not be possible, as its schedules contain bulletins and full news reports.  Therefore, an edited version would be aired which Mr. Winters was unhappy with and declined any further offer of an interview and requested that the statement be disregarded.

Highland Radio has no agenda with the Gweebarra Club, Mr. Winters or the Northern Regional Fisheries Board.  However as an ongoing story we will continue to report on events.

Decision of the Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that the complainant referred in general terms to the broadcast coverage of Gweebarra Fishing Club by Highland Radio over the past year.  In order to assess a complaint, a complainant must include the details of the actual broadcast/s and also the relevant broadcast date/s and time/s.  Also, if a complaint relates to one broadcast it must be made within 30 days of the date of the broadcast.  Or, if it relates to two or more related broadcasts, of which at least two are made on different dates, it must be sent within 30 days of the date of the later or latest of these broadcasts.  Mr. Winters’ submission included detailed information for news reports broadcast on 14 March last.  There were no other specific dates and/or specific details.  On this basis, the assessment of this complaint can only concern the broadcast material of the news reports on 14 March 2007.

The reports in question dealt with a rod management plan for the Gweebara river.  The introduction to the item included; 'the Gweebarra fishing club has welcomed the agreed rod management plan for the local fishery with the Northern Regional Fisheries Board.  The plan has become one of the most controversial such documents in Donegal angling history, with opposition from neighbouring clubs'.  The reporter went on to say; '…the Gweebarra club says it believes this to be a satisfactory arrangement and stress the river remains open and available to any angler who wishes to fish it, subject to the new management system.  The Gweebarra club says it welcomes such anglers.  But the Rosses and the Fintown anglers say they've been treated like foreign tourists on a river they've traditionally fished.'

The Commission noted that the broadcaster included statements from the press release issued by Gweebarra Fishing Club.  It was also noted that the content of the report reflected accurately the content of that press release.  On hearing the broadcast, the Commission was of the opinion that the broadcaster reported on the issue in a factual and unbiased manner.  The report contextualised the issue for the listener and it included the views of the Gweebarra Fishing Club together with those of two other fishing clubs.  There was no editorial bias evident in the reports.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).
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