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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Ms. Maria Guinan                                      Ref. No. 291/09
	Station: 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 1
	Six One News
	2 April 2009


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Guinan’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(a) fairness, objectivity and impartiality.  The complainant objects strongly to the phraseology used by the newscaster in relation to the murder of Offaly man in Daingeon during the night/morning of 1st/2nd April 2009.  The newscaster repeatedly referred to the murder of this elderly man as a ‘robbery that went tragically wrong’.  Ms. Guinan finds this statement to be judgemental, insidious and frankly frustratingly inaccurate.  It implies that the ‘robbers’ did not mean this poor gentleman to die – that they were only doing their duty as (un) law-abiding citizens by ‘only’ robbing this unfortunate man.  To execute this robbery, the thieves had to tie an elderly man – medical history unknown to them – to a chair and hit him over the head.  A ‘robbery that went tragically wrong?’  Ms. Guinan doesn’t think so.  The complainant further queries if and when the perpetrators are apprehended – are we then meant to feel sorry for them for finding themselves involved in a murder scenario instead of their preferred choice of a robbery charge?  Ms. Guinan doesn’t think so.  However, she believes that listening to the RTÉ news, she might be the only one left with this view.  The complainant states that she was not acquainted with the victim but if she were, the anger she felt regarding the handling of this new report, would obviously be multiplied a thousand fold.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that a publican in County Offaly was founded murdered in his home and there was evidence to suggest that his home had been broken into and that he had been tied up. It was speculated that the motive was burglary and that it was probably not intended that the publican would be killed. The reporter said the following 

Gardaí continue to work on the theory that Mr. Farrell died after an attempted robbery went tragically wrong.

Ms. Guinan’s complaint is based on the expression tragically wrong. She claims that the use of this phrase is judgemental, insidious and frankly, frustratingly inaccurate. She claims that as a result of using this phrase the report failed to be fair and balanced.

RTÉ completely disagrees with Ms. Guinan’s conclusions.  In RTÉ’s view the phrase was appropriate.  A murder was committed.  That was tragic.  The most likely explanation, the one being pursued by the Gardaí, was that his death was as a result of a robbery and that the motive for the crime was robbery rather than the deliberate killing.  In these circumstances the reporter’s use of the phrase was appropriate.  Ms. Guinan argues that the use of the phrase was unfair to the victim.  RTÉ disagrees; If it emerges subsequently that the motives of the break in was murder then the expression used by the reporter continues to be appropriate. The Gardaí at the time of the report were working on the assumption that burglary was the motive.  This is a factually accurate statement and is in no way unfair to the victim.

Ms. Guinan also claims that the report was unbalanced.  RTÉ does not accept this.  The report was an accurate account of what had happened and how the Gardaí were treating the crime.  There was nothing unbalanced in this report.  RTÉ can understand Ms. Guinan’s anger and indignation at the murder, but her anger is misplaced.  RTÉ reported accurately using appropriate language.  There is no justification whatsoever to be angry at RTÉ for its reporting. Ms. Guinan’s anger should be reserved for those that perpetrated the crime.

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns the wording used in the course of a news report on murder.  On viewing the broadcast, the Commission noted that the piece was factual in nature and was based on the information the reporter had obtained from the Gardaí.  The viewer was informed of the murder, including the location and background details of the victim.  The views of the Gardaí were referred to as was the result of the post mortem.  It was clearly stated that the crime committed was murder.  There was no equivocation regarding the nature of the offence.  

Further, the Commission noted that the tone and presentation were at all times professional, fair and objective.  The Commission found that it would not be reasonable to interpret the wording of ‘an attempted robbery went tragically wrong’ as ‘insidious, judgemental’ and /or ‘inaccurate’ as submitted by the complainant.  On hearing the item, it was evident that the reporter’s statement was meant to convey the tragic nature of what had occurred; a man had been murdered in the course of a robbery.  In the Commission’s opinion the emphasis of tragedy was for the deceased, not for the perpetrators.  The Commission found that the viewer was more likely to interpret the statement as compassionate and that it accurately reflected that the victim’s death was tragic.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(a)(fairness, objectivity & impartiality).
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