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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Joe O’Brien                                            Ref No. 77/09

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TV3
	Promo – ‘Lawless Ireland’
	25 February 2009


Complaint Summary:

Mr. O’Brien’s complaint submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards: section 3.4.1. persons and groups in society) refers to a promotion for ‘Lawless Ireland’.  Mr. O’Brien states that the promotion was about criminal gangs and/or people involved in criminal activity.  It was stated that these people/gangs target the Irish.  The complainant believes this is a deeply inflammatory, prejudiced and unbalanced phrase which clearly tries to link criminal activity with non-Irish nationals.
Station’s Response:
TV3 states that the series ‘Lawless Ireland’, deals with criminality in Ireland today.  There have been a number of promos for this series to date and these, by their very nature, cannot give an overall picture of a programme.  For example, there have been promos with the comments “Ireland was once a Country of Saints and Scholars… it now has thugs and thieves”.  A promo that stated “armed robbers, daring raids, criminal gangs…. all targeting the Irish” also referred to how gangsters are portrayed in the media.  TV3 further states that it is clear from the promo that the intent of the statement is to show the nature of the criminal activities that are now being used by criminals generally to “target” Ireland.  The images used in conjunction with the voiceover are generic and in no way target/specify any particular identifiable race.  There is no question of racism.  In fact, racist violence is also part of the series.  

TV3 states that it is regrettable that Mr. O’Brien misconstrued the “promo” and is confident it is not in breach broadcast regulation, particularly in the context of the series as a whole and the on-screen promotional activity.
Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a promotion for a series broadcast on the channel, Lawless Ireland.  The Commission noted that the series deals with crime and public order in Ireland.  The content of the particular promotion that is the basis of this complaint included:

‘Armed robberies, daring raids, criminal gangs, all targeting the Irish.  All caught on CCTV, but not all caught by the police.  Some people are looking at the image of the gangster, the criminal and seeing that this is something they could aspire to.  It is a war on the very heart of lawless Ireland.’

The Commission noted the footage used in the approximately 20 second promotion.  The scenes included the streets of Dublin by day and night; visuals of a crime scene with a house cordoned off; fleeting images of two hooded men running; and Gardaí on patrol.  On viewing the item, the Commission found that it would not be reasonable to infer that content was inflammatory or prejudiced as submitted by the complainant.  It was clearly evident to a viewer that the content related directly to a particular episode of the series.  Criminal gangs are a facet of Irish society and further, Ireland is subject to international criminality.  The promotion highlighted these two issues in the context of a pending broadcast.  When viewed in context, there was no evidence of material which encouraged and/or supported discrimination or racism.  The complaint was rejected with regard to the Code of Programme Standards, 3.4 persons & groups in society.
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