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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by:
Mr. Niall Brennan

Station: RTÉ Radio 1
Advertisement: ‘Fire Pak’

Date: 3rd December  2002
Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Brennan’s complaint, under Section 24 (2)(e) relates to an advertisement  for Bord na Móna advertising their ‘Fire Pak’ product on the Joe Duffy Show.  He maintains the advertisement discriminates against men and women, portraying mis-representative stereotypes of each.  It is unbalanced as the ‘humour’ is at the expense of men only.  

The advertisement goes as follows:-

Woman says:
“can you tell me again what are men good for?”

Man says:
“well, companionship and security”

Woman says:
“sure I can get a dog for that and he’d be house-trained”

Man says:
“they can lift heavy weights”

Woman says:
“I can go to the gym for that”

Man says:
“at least I bought the ‘Fire Pak’ “

Mr. Brennan believes if you substituted the word ‘traveller’ or ‘immigrant’ there would, rightly, be uproar.

Advertising Agency Response:

The advertising agency, DDFH & B, state that the commercial was intended as a light-hearted conversation between a couple in order to demonstrate the convenience and ease of use of a Bord na Móna Fire Pak.  It was in no way intended to be sexist or discriminatory against men.  In view of the concerns raised and the fact that they take this matter very seriously, they decided to withdraw the commercial from all radio stations.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that the advertisement was cleared by RTÉ’s Copy Clearance Committee for broadcast.  They considered the advertisement to be an inoffensive piece of humour that gently mocked males.  They did not consider it to be discriminatory in any way.  Humour allows the expression of views which would in a different context be unacceptable.  For many years advertising stereotyped females in advertising (e.g. the “housewife”, the “dumb blonde”, etc.).  A view emerged that these stereotypes were damaging to people’s perceptions of themselves.  Advertising has moved away from these images and now, by and large, tends to use less stereotypical images.  

RTÉ further states that in over 90% of cases where stereotypes are used, it is the female who is the subject of stereotyping rather than the male.  They would not have withdrawn the Bord na Móna advertisement on foot of the complaint received.  They listened to the tape and felt the complainant was not justified.  However, as the agency has withdrawn the advertisement their view is only of hypothetical interest.  RTÉ are of the view that the advertisement did not break any code of standards which would allow the Commission to uphold a complaint.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Brennan.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(e) of the Broadcasting Act 2001.  The advertisement was good humoured and inoffensive.  The complaint was not upheld.
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