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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by:
Mr. John Anthony Barnwell

Station: TV3
Programme: ‘Agenda’
  Date: 2nd March, 2003
Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Barnwell’s complaint, under Section 24 (2)(b) relates to programme “Agenda” broadcast on TV3 on 2nd March, 2003. 

His complaint, specifically, concerns the exchanges between the Presenter, Mr. David McWilliams and his two guest panellists, Mr. Alan Dukes and Mr. Alan Ruddock.  In the course of their conversation, concerning the threatened war against Iraq, the possibility of “taking out” the Iraqi leader, Saddam Hussein, along with the Zimbabwe leader, Mr. Robert Mugabe, was expressed and entertained.  The rationalisation on offer in justification of such an extreme excess was that in both cases, the leaders concerned were “intrinsically evil” rulers, running “evil” regimes.  The term to “take out” in common parlance is a euphemistic expression for assassination.  None of the three persons present raised any objection(s) to the suggestion.

Station’s Response:

TV3 states that at no point did any of the three persons on screen actually advocate the assassination of either Robert Mugabe or Saddam Hussein.  David McWilliams refers to the possibility of taking out Saddam Hussein and whilst both Alan Dukes and Alan Ruddock do not disagree, the context in which it arises does not refer to the individuals.  The format in which the discussion takes place is a review of the Sunday Newspapers and Alan Dukes, in particular, states the case that war should not be waged on the basis of suspicion.  All of the panelists also discuss a number of other articles on the Iraqi situation, including giving prominence to a strong anti-war piece by Normal Mailer.  It should also be noted that the war is only one of a number of issues discussed.  TV3 also point out that David McWilliams examines the legal issues behind the imminent conflict.  TV3 further state that the situation in Iraq has been the subject matter of a number of episodes of ‘Agenda’ and many viewpoints have been put across in the course of this series.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Barnwell. The Commission was of the view that TV3 did not infringe Section 24(2)(b) of the Broadcasting Act 2001.  The discussion was on a current issue and was carried out in a fair and objective manner.  One of the panellists did state that ‘war should not be waged on the basis of suspicion’.  None of the comments made by the panel members could be considered to promote a viewer to commit a crime.  The complaint was not upheld.
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