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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. John Whelan    Ref. No. 20/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TV3
	News
	10 Jan 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Whelan's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the use of graphics during a news report on TV3.  He submits that in reporting on the sexual relationship of an ordained Priest in Galway diocese the station used graphics representing the rosary beads and the bible/breviary which are sacramentals and their use in this manner is in his view profane and offensive.  

Station’s Response:

TV3 in its response states that the news bulletin concerned the coming into the public domain of a relationship between an elderly Priest and a younger woman.  It was therefore entirely within context that material relating to the context of this story be used.  Further, in regard to editorial justification TV3 believes that the use of religious imagery in the context of a story about a Priest behaving in a way not consistent with expected norms is appropriate and entirely within accepted European norms and standards.  

TV3 would further point out that Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights relating to Freedom of Expression is now incorporated into Irish law by virtue of the European Convention on Human Rights Act 2003.  Section 3 of this Act provides that all public bodies, which the BCC would be deemed to be, must take cognisance of this in carrying out their statutory duties.  TV3 believes that its actions in this circumstance are fully in accordance with Freedom of Expression as it is set out in Article 10 ECHR.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The news report dealt with the story of a 73 year-old Priest who had fathered a child with a 31 year-old woman.  The report included images of the Priest; his local village; his parish church; the church of a former parish of his; and interviews with some of his golfing friends.  The Commission noted that the imagery and the interviews related directly to the news item.  The report was factual and the imagery used reflected the facts of the report.  The Commission did not consider that the content of the news report gave rise to the matters of complaint raised by the complainant.  There was no evidence of offensive use of religious imagery in the report.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001.
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