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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Nicholas Healy       Ref. No. 49/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV 1
	You’re a Star
	4 March, 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Healy’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a particular comment made by Mr. Brendan O’Connor during the above programme against Linda Martin.  The complainant states that a reference was made to the Eurovision and previous song contest shows to choose a singer to represent Ireland.  It was alluded that this was not such a good idea to go down this particular road, as this was something close to Ms. Martin’s heart.  Mr. O’Connor, a panellist on the show, stated this wasn’t as close to Linda Martin’s heart as her “fake tits”.  The complainant wishes to state quite categorically that he found this remark insulting, offensive, sexist and demeaning to the women of Ireland.  This is completely unacceptable behaviour in any civilized society.  It is utterly and totally inexcusable.  Many young children were watching this programme.  As a parent, he does not condone such sexist remarks.  It has no place in modern day Ireland. 

Station’s Response:

It is RTÉ’s view that the level of banter between the two panellists is well within the audiences’ expectations and that the trading of insults is part of the play-acting which is expected on these kind of shows.  It is worth noting that both the UK and American versions of this show, both of which are available to Irish audiences on other channels, has exactly the same chemistry with panel members trading insults.  Mr. Healy failed to appreciate that this is an entertainment show and that most of the audience does not take too seriously the personal attacks Mr. O’Connor made about his fellow panellists.

RTÉ can appreciate Mr. Healy’s desire that nothing should be broadcast which insults women.  It is RTÉ’s view that Mr. Healy’s criticism of both the programme and RTÉ is completely over the top and that he exaggerates the impact of light-hearted banter between two experienced and professional panellists.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  'You're a Star' is a talent singing competition.  Part of the show includes the interplay between the judging panel members and in this particular series, the banter between Linda Martin and Brendan O'Connor.  The format of the programme is typical of the genre and viewers would expect banter and critical comment to be part of the programme.  Light-hearted comments were made by both panel members about each other.  The Commission would acknowledge that some viewers may find the exchange somewhat crude at times.  However, there was no evidence of gender discrimination in the broadcast.  While the humour of the banter may not be to all tastes, it's tone and manner was in keeping with the style of the programme.  The Commission was of the opinion that the repartee between the two judges was light-hearted and the tone was at all times humorous and mild.  Given this good-humoured tone and the expectations of the programme's audience, this broadcast was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint made by Mr. Nicholas Healy was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme Makers' Guidelines').
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