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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Lorraine Dockery

      Ref. No. 66/06
	Station: 
 
	Programmes:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Two
	‘Podge and Rodge’

'Late Late Show'
	20 March 2006

24 March 2006


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Dockery’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste and decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the programmes 'The Podge and Rodge Show' and 'The Late Late Show'.  During the 'Podge and Rodge Show', the presenters read a spoof passage from Jordan’s autobiography which was grossly offensive and vulgar.  The passage was then rated for its ‘wank factor’, and hand movements simulating masturbation were made.  Similar ratings were given for a film and a television series.  This was followed by the female presenter, Lucy Kennedy, doing a vox pop asking the meaning of, words and expressions of a sexual nature. During their appearance on 'The Late Late Show' on Friday 24th March, they repeatedly used foul and offensive language, and made sexist, misogynistic comments – when Pat Kenny asked them what they looked for in a woman their reply was “a hole and a heartbeat”.  

She states, although the programme is shown after 9pm, it is viewed by children as young as eight or nine because the characters are puppets.  As a parent of two teenage boys aged fourteen and seventeen who are becoming increasingly autonomous about their viewing rights, she deeply resents them being exposed to bottom-of-the-barrel, vulgar trash like this.

Ms. Dockery states she is all for satirical, ground-breaking programming provided it is intelligent and imaginative; Podge and Rodge has none of these qualities and while Mr. Feeney may argue that the rise in viewing figures validates the show’s appeal, she does not think this should be seen as justification for tasteless, dumbed-down television which she resents having to pay a licence fee to finance.  Young people deserve better than this.

Station’s Response:
RTÉ state that 'The Podge and Rodge Show' is a comedy programme that features two puppets depicting characters that could be described as dirty old men.  They are irascible, cantankerous and outrageous hosts of a spoof chat show where guests are regularly subjected to rudeness and the most personal remarks.  Nobody either participating in the programme or watching the programme can take it too seriously.  It is a comedy show shown late at night to an audience familiar with the crudity of the puppets.  There is nothing unexpected in this programme.

The first broadcast of the programmes on Mondays and Tuesdays do not begin transmission until 10.50pm.  The repeat shows on Friday do not broadcast until after 11pm.  RTÉ believes there is licence to broadcast at that hour material unsuitable for family viewing and programming which some viewers may find offensive.  Comedy is a very subjective genre that audiences respond to in very different ways.  In terms of its target audience, young adults, Podge and Rodge have been remarkably successful.  The programme started its run with an average of 200,000 viewers.  Its current average audience size is 400,000 viewers.  RTÉ also believes that the humour Ms. Kennedy exhibits occupies the same genre as the puppets and the justification for its inclusion is identical to that of the puppets.

It is also RTÉ view that the puppets toned down their performance on The Late Late Show to take account of the more general audience likely to be watching this programme.  The participation of the puppets was carried quite late in the programme in order to ensure that parents could exclude younger members of their families.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcasts, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  

'The Podge & Rodge Show'

The Commission noted that the series, 'The Podge and Rodge Show', is broadcast in the late-night schedule on RTÉ Two.  The Commission also noted that the station's viewers would be familiar with the humour of Podge and Rodge.  The Commission would acknowledge that in this broadcast, the humour relied mainly on sexual innuendo and what some would regard as puerile material.  The language was also at times crude and coarse, which some viewers would find hard to listen to.  However, regular viewers of the show would expect such content.  They are familiar with the humour and style of the two puppets.  They are also familiar with their language, their behaviour and the type of material that forms part of their act.  Therefore, while the Members would acknowledge that the humour may not have been acceptable to all, given the time of the broadcast and the expectation's of the audience, the programme was unlikely to cause widespread offence.

'The Late Late Show'

The performance of Podge and Rodge featured in part three of the programme.  The Commission noted that the content was moderate, not typical of the content one has come to expect from the two puppets.  While the Commission would acknowledge that there was sexual innuendo, the language and humour was reasonably moderated for the broadcast programme, 'The Late Late Show' and the broadcast time.  

The Commission would acknowledge that a reference to a woman as 'a hole and a heartbeat' would generally be considered offensive.  However, in the overall context of the interview and the tone and humour of the piece, the Commission was of the view that the reference was not gratuitous and there was no intent to cause offence.  They would agree that it was inappropriate and of questionable taste, particularly given the programme in which it was broadcast.  However, in light of the time of the broadcast of this section of 'The 'Late Late Show' and the context of the humour, this interview was on the borderline of what is acceptable.

Both complaints were rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme-Makers' Guidelines').
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