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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Róisín Deasy                           Ref. No.    241/07 

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	2FM
	The Will Leahy Show
	5 September 2007


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Deasy’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards, Section 3.3 coarse & offensive language), refers to texts read out on this show in relation to a review of the television programme ‘The Tudors’.  The complainant states that a number of texts were read out and one allegedly said the series was ‘full of riding’ while another said it was ‘shite, shite, shite’.  Ms. Deasy’s states that she was in her car with her 8 year old daughter at the time and believes this language is not appropriate for this time of day.  She believes the public should have been forewarned about the content. 

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that the programme is intended to be light-hearted and funny in contrast to the more serious ‘Drivetime’ programme on RTÉ Radio 1.  The listener texts read out by Will Leahy regarding ‘The Tudors’ were clearly intended to be understood as light-hearted banter.  There were a range of texts that the presenter went through very quickly, reflecting the views of different listeners to the show.  Certainly there was no intention of giving offence to anyone.

It is the nature of humour and banter that sometimes it can cause offence.  In matters of taste and decency a lot of humour borders on the edge of giving offence.  RTÉ would have thought that the texts read out by Will Leahy were well on the side of what is acceptable for a show of this type.
Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Members noted that the item relates to a discussion between the presenter Will Leahy and the sports reporter about the series The Tudors.  The presenter said that he hadn’t seen the programme but he had recorded it and asked listeners if it was worth while spending the evening watching it.  He said the programme received hundreds of reviews from listeners and he proceeded to read some of them:- 

‘Aoife from Nenagh says Will if you like boobs, I think you should watch it’; ‘Ryan in Dundalk says The Tudors was definitely good but an awful lot of riding in it though’; ‘Melanie says The Tudors was brill, definitely watch it, load of boobies’ and ‘shite, shite, The Tudors, don’t waste your time’.

The Members also noted that the tone and tenor of the piece was light-hearted.   The style of the discussion, which was just over one minute, was one of banter.  

In assessing this complaint, the Commission had to have regard to Section 3.3, of the Code of Programme Standards (coarse and offensive language).  On hearing the piece, Members were of the opinion that given the context and the tone of the language used, the broadcast item was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  Regular listeners to the show would be familiar with such style and content.  On this occasion, listeners were asked to send in their comments on the series and the comments read out reflected the fact that there were sex scenes in the programme.  The Commission acknowledges that such language may offend some listeners.  The Commission also acknowledges that children should be protected from inappropriate content.  However, the programme is not aimed at younger listeners and importantly; it was highly unlikely that younger children would have understood the discussion, which was based mainly on nuance.  There were no explicit sexual references or language in this broadcast or material that could be considered harmful to children.  Also, in the opinion of the Commission when heard in the context of the discussion, the language used was mild and innocuous and within the expectations of regular listeners to the programme.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards).      
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