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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mrs.  Fidelma Boylan                         Ref. No.  268/07 

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	The Clinic
	30 September 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mrs. Boylan’s complaint, submitted under 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards, 3.2 sexual content), refers to the series The Clinic.  The complainant states that the programme broadcast on 30 September contained a sex scene which went on for some time.  Mrs. Boylan believes the sexual conduct was shameful, disgusting and tasteless and wonders what sort of message this portrays.  She switched off the programme for a period and when she switched it on again the same scene was still being broadcast.  The complainant further submits that scenes such as this should not be shown at any time as she believes they have a detrimental effect on the viewing public. 

Station’s Response:

RTÉ state that this programme is broadcast after the beginning of the watershed.  The actual transmission time is 21:35 to 22:35.  RTÉ gave the programme the classification Parental Supervision (PS) which indicates there may be scenes and themes in the programme which parents might judge not to be suitable for younger viewers.  Viewers were informed accordingly.  

The sexual conduct which Mrs. Boylan refers to occurs about half an hour into the broadcast.  The transmission time is 22:10.  The scene depicts the male lead, Dan and a young woman as they begin kissing and undressing.  However, both characters remain substantially clothed and it is not clear how far their sexual activity progresses.  Mrs. Boylan describes this as shameful, disgusting and tasteless behaviour.  It is RTÉ’s view that the portrayal of the sexual activity between Dan and the young woman in the bar was fully justified as it was an integral part of the development of the plot and the characters.  It was handled in a restrained manner and was broadcast after 10pm; more than an hour after the beginning of the watershed.  RTÉ state that the PS classification was sufficient advice to the audience of what could be expected.  Furthermore, the AGB Nielsen Media Research which provides all broadcasters with an accurate breakdown of demographic details of viewers shows that 95% of the audience watching the programme on 30 September was adult.  

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that The Clinic is a series about the work and everyday lives of the staff of a supposed medical practice, the Clarence Street Clinic.  The series has been running for a number of years now and is well-known for dealing with adult themes.  It regularly deals with the love lives of its characters.  The character that featured in the scene complained of, Dan, is also well-known for his philandering.  In this particular episode, Dan meets a woman at a bar and they end up back at his house.  The Commission acknowledges that the scene is sexual in nature.  The characters are seen to commence undressing each other and to embrace and fondle one another.  However, they only partially undress and there were no explicit sex scenes during the piece.  In assessing this complaint, the Commission had to have regard to Section 3.2.2 of the Code of Programme Standards: -

‘The inclusion of programme material which features detailed scenes of a sexual nature must have strong editorial justification in a factual context or be justified in the context of the development of the story and/or characters.’

On viewing the broadcast, the Commission was of the opinion that the scene was integral to the story line and the development of the character.  The content was moderate and in no way explicit or gratuitous.  Other factors the Commission considered were that; the programme was broadcast in the night time schedule and aimed at an adult audience; the content was within the expectations of regular viewers; and the broadcaster informed viewers prior to the broadcast of a Parental Supervision classification.  The content of this broadcast was justified by context and given the scheduling and classification of the programme, was within acceptable standards.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards). 
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