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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Dr. David Barnwell                            Ref. No.    273/07 

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	This Week
	29 July 2007


Complaint Summary:

Dr. Barnwell’s complaint, submitted under 24(2)(a)(fairness, objectivity and impartiality in current affairs) relates to a consistent lack of balance on the RTÉ radio programme ‘This Week’ in relation to one of the most important issues facing the Irish people.  In the programme on 29th July, three speakers were invited to discuss this matter.  One was a Ms. Charleton, the Director of an immigration organisation, the second was a gentleman from Africa and the third was a Government Minister who expressed himself as “quite happy” with a doubling of today’s extraordinary rate of mass immigration.  Dr. Barnwell queries what kind of debate is possible if no one who disagrees is given a hearing?  He contends that the situation is reminiscent of the censored RTÉ coverage of the North in the 1980’s, when panel after panel discussed that issue, but all republican voices were stifled.  He contends that RTÉ is following the same dishonest and unprofessional path on mass immigration as it did in its treatment of the North 20 or 30 years ago. 

Mass immigration is an issue of huge concern to countless Irish people he meets from day to day.  They are taxpayers and licence-payers, yet their voice is denied any expression on RTÉ.  The very same biased treatment he heard today has been a feature of previous treatments of this topic, and indeed, characterises RTÉ generally.

Station’s Response:

It is RTÉ’s view that the item in question was not about mass immigration as Dr. Barnwell claims, but was about how best to integrate immigrants who have come to Ireland over the last few years.  The item was opened by the co-presenter, Richard Crowley, saying that new studies indicate that immigrants account for up to 10% and that he would be interviewing the new Minister for State with Special Responsibility for Integration Policy.   First, he spoke to Rotimi Adebari, the Nigerian born Mayor of Port Laoise.  Mr. Adebari spoke about language as a key factor in integration.  The next interviewee was Denise Charleton, the CEO of the Immigrant Council of Ireland.  She spoke about the need for a wider perspective on integration and to learn from other countries’ experiences.  She proffered Portugal as an example of a country from which Ireland might learn.  Next Richard Crowley interviewed Conor Lenihan.  Mr. Lenihan spoke about the need to learn lessons from our neighbouring countries’ experiences, though he did say that we had to generate our response from within our own country.  He went on to say that if the economy continues to grow at 4.5% per annum, Ireland was going to need additional immigrants.  He proceeded to answer questions about discrimination, language needs and schooling for the children of immigrants.

RTÉ believe that the item that has led to this complaint was a fully legitimate discussion on what is required for the successful integration of immigrants.  Dr. Barnwell’s complaint is based on the premise that the debate should be about the merits or otherwise of immigration.  But this was not what the item was concerned with.  In the broadcast piece it was accepted that 10% of the population is made up of immigrants and addressed the requirements for successful integration.  Interviews with the Minister for State for Integration Policy can clearly take place without having to debate the merits of immigration.  The appointment is recognition that Ireland has a level of immigration which requires new policies and strategies.  It is not necessary to balance an interview with the Minister for State by including people who are opposed to immigration.

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that the discussion was about the appointment of Mr. Conor Lenihan to the newly created ministry for integration policy and what that role might entail.  The broadcaster has editorial independence and chooses the subject matter.  In this broadcast, the broadcaster decided to look at the specific role of the newly appointed Minister for Integration and was not obliged to cover immigration policy.  What is important to the Commission is that the subject matter is covered in an objective manner.  

In the course of this discussion, the listener heard from a former asylum seeker, the Chief Executive of the Immigrant Council of Ireland and the Minister.  The presenter questioned and challenged the views and opinions put forward by all participants.  This was an informative and fair discussion on the role of the Minister for Integration Policy.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this broadcast.  The programme was presented in an objective manner.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(a)(fairness, objectivity and impartiality in current affairs).
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