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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr Ray Di Mascio, Ref. No. 53/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	98 FM
	Competition
	20th June, 2003 


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. Di Mascio's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to a competition run on 98 FM, 'The Lie Detector'.  

The complainant states that it is a competition where particpants are asked personal questions while attached to a lie detector.  Some of the questions are of an explicit nature or provoke a lewd reply.  The competition is being aired throughout the day and as such can be heard by young children, which makes it very inappropriate.  The complainant finds the content offensive and the time of day it is aired irresponsible.
Station’s Response

The station did not reply within the twenty-one day timeframe.  The relevant footage of the broadcast under question was requested.  The CEO contacted the BCC and explained that the station had not received the initial correspondence.  The relevant letters were faxed through to the station.  The tapes of the broadcast under question were submitted promptly.   The station did not respond to the letter of complaint.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Mr. Di Mascio.  The broadcast by 98FM did infringe Section 24(2)(b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The competition was in poor taste and aired at an inappropriate time of day.  The Commission was of the view that the content of the broadcast caused offence.  

The complaint was upheld.  

BCC Board Meeting, Oct 2003, Ref 53/03


