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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Joe Murphy, Ref. No. : 80/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	FM 104
	'Best of Strawberry Alarm Clock'
	26th July, 2003


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Murphy's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to the programme 'Best of Strawberry Alarm Clock' broadcast on FM 104 on 26th July, 2003.

Mr. Murphy feels the content of the programme was in poor taste given the time of the broadcast. 

He states that the two male presenters were discussing the definition of the loss of virginity.  One of the presenters suggested that masturbating constituted loss of virginity.  His colleague told him that he should not have used the word ‘masturbating’, who in turn said ‘ah well, I’ve said it now’.  A general discussion then took place as to what other words or terms could be used instead.  Discussion followed on whether or not sexual activity, other than full sexual intercourse, constitutes having lost ones virginity.  Mr. Murphy further states he was extremely embarrassed and found the topic totally inappropriate.  The tone and attitude came across as very childish and giddy.  He feels that station should exert more control over what topics are permissible.  The presenters continued without regard to the age group of their listeners and their own responsibilities.

The programme was explicit and not suitable for broadcast on a Saturday morning.

Station’s Response:

FM 104 states that it does exert control over topics broadcast which are and aren’t permissible.  The show 'The Strawberry Alarm Clock' has always been considered an "edgy" show with "edgy humour".

The subject the presenters were discussing had featured in all the newspapers that morning.  There had been medical research conducted on the subject of masturbation and the results had been reported in the 'Irish 

- 2 -

Times', the 'Irish Independent' and the 'Star'.  The presenters were using the subject in order to make use of ‘a play with words’.  This format of comedy is used by many people.  It wasn’t rude or disgusting, it was merely frivolous and fun. 

The programme appeals to an audience from 15-50 years of age and regular listeners are aware of the ‘style’ of humour and presentation involved.  The show never sets out to offend listeners but it also does not shy away from topics and subjects, which appear in all media and of which people speak about.

The words ‘masturbation’ and ‘intercourse’ appear twice in the piece.  Both words appear in the present edition of the Oxford English dictionary and are not described as slang or offensive words.  

FM 104 regret that Mr. Murphy found the piece offensive and they reiterate that they do not encourage the show to offend its listeners.


Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Mr. Murphy.  The Commission was of the view that the broadcast by FM104 did infringe Section 24(2)(b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The content of the programme was in poor taste and completely inappropriate for the time of broadcast.  The Commission considered that the programme content was offensive.

The complaint was upheld.
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