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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. John Conway, Ref. No.  85/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ TV1
	'The Matthew Shepard Story'
	27th July, 2003


Summary of Complaint:

Mr Conway's complaint under Sections 24(2)(b) and (c) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to the opening part of the film 'The Matthew Shepard Story', which he claims "depicted gratuitous and wanton violence and aggression" and, therefore, breached standards of taste and decency, law and order and privacy of the individual.

He believes that broadcasting this type of violence and aggression can lead to copycat killings and claims there is clear evidence to show this is the case.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that this film, 'The Matthew Shepard Story', was broadcast after the watershed at 21.25 and a logo classifying the film as "Mature Audience" was broadcast over the opening sequence.  The strapline in the RTÉ Guide explained that the film was based on the killing of a gay college student "in an act of senseless violence and cruelty". 

For these reasons, RTÉ believe their audience would have expected that the film would include cruelty and violence and indeed it was these very acts that led to the making of the film in the first place.

RTÉ state this film is a recreation of the awful murder of Matthew Shepard following a beating by a group of teenagers. It is a retrospective look at his life and effectively cut to the core of the issue at the start and the senselessness of the crime became the central core of the film.   It is RTÉ's view that it was the murder itself of Matthew Shepard that was indecent and tasteless and not the cinematic depictions of the event.
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RTÉ point out that they did consider broadcasting a warning to viewers of the events they were about to see, however, they believe overuse of such warnings diminishes their effectiveness and can give the wrong signals. Overall, therefore, they decided that the timing of the broadcast, the subject matter of the film and the "Mature Audience" classification were sufficient warnings to viewers.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Conway.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Sections 24(2)(b) and (c) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The Board noted the logo that was visible during the opening scene in the film, which warned viewers that the programme had an 'adult classification'.  Also, the film was broadcast late in the evening.  The Commission considered that the content of the programme was acceptable for the mature audience it was aimed at. 

The complaint was rejected.
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