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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Andrew McGrath, Ref. No.  88/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Morning Ireland'
	15th July, 2003


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. McGrath’s complaint under Section 24 (2)(f) relates to an interview with RTÉ reporter Richard Downes on Morning Ireland.

He states that during the course of the report, Mr. Downes compared Belfast speakers of Irish to members of the IRA.  The fact that RTÉ saw fit to broadcast them is disgraceful enough in itself, given that RTÉ is the country’s main broadcaster and, therefore, is obliged to represent the interests of the country.  Mr. Downes, in casting such a slur on people who speak the language which is enshrined in the Constitution as the first language of the country, has managed to insult the Constitution, the language and the Irish people.  

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that this complaint refers to an interview carried out by Richard Downes with Ciarán Ó Pronntaigh, editor of An Lá.  The context was news reports that a Belfast based freelance journalist, Séan Ó Muireagáin who contributed occasional articles to An Lá, had been arrested in Israel on suspicion of aiding Palestinian terrorists.  

In the course of the interview, Mr. Downes put the following question to Mr. Ó Pronntaigh

…in the minds of some people at least the connection will be made, at least in their minds, between Irish language activists in Belfast and the Republican Movement, however foolish that may be.

Mr McGrath, in his complaint, believes that this question put by Mr. Downes compared Irish-speaking people in Belfast with members of the IRA.  RTÉ states that Mr. McGrath is wrong in his belief.  Mr. Downes put a legitimate question to Mr. Ó Pronntaigh.  He made it clear in his question that this was 
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not a view he held. This is a relevant question and one which was phrased clearly to indicate that the interviewer was putting a perception held by others to the interviewee.  Listeners would have had no doubt that Mr. Downes was not expressing a personal view or that he was editorialising in any way. 

Mr. McGrath in his complaint characterises the remarks as insulting and offensive and expects a retraction and an apology.  It is RTÉ’s view that the question was a legitimate piece of current affairs interviewing, that it insulted no one, that it wasn’t slanderous and that there is no question of a retraction or an apology.  

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. McGrath.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(f) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The programme was presented in a fair and impartial manner.  It was clear that there was no editorialising by the presenter.  

The complaint was rejected.
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