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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Michael Anderson, Ref. No.  97/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	Newstalk 106
	News Bulletins
	25th August, 2003


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Anderson's complaint, under Section 24 (2)(b), relates to an item carried on Newstalk 106 news bulletins at 08.40am and 09.00am on 25th August, 2003. This carried a comment from an Israeli spokesman and contained the words that "Palestinians are animals and should/need to be hunted down and caged". 

Mr. Anderson feels this comment is unacceptable as it is racist, inflammatory and deeply offensive. Were such a comment used in relation to Israelis, Jews or indeed any other racial or ethnic group such as Nationalists in Northern Ireland, or Nigerians in Ireland there would be a deservedly righteous outcry from all responsible elements.  Newstalk 106 used the soundbite without any effort to disassociate itself from the sentiments or to condemn its tone. He maintains that it is not acceptable to simply say ‘that it was a quote and that they did not have responsibility for its content’. Broadcasters have a responsibility to avoid incitement to racial hatred and the dissemination of dehumanising material. If such comments are to be used, they should be contextualised.

Station’s Response:

Newstalk 106 do not believe that they should have “contextualised” Dan Gillerman’s comment.  The clip was reported in a news bulletin, side-by-side with a clip from a Palestinian Minister.  The context is a newsreader reporting events and facts.  No opinions are expressed.  Newstalk 106 do not see how the listener could possibly infer that they agree with Mr. Gillerman.  News bulletins report spokespeople making all sorts of arguments, from all sorts of persuasions.  
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Newstalk 106 do not believe that they have broken the Prohibition of Incitement to Racial Hatred Act 1989.  They agree that some people would find the comments offensive.  But the comments are neither intended to stir up racial hatred nor are likely to stir up racial hatred.  The latter is an empirical and unproveable claim, as is its converse. 

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Anderson.  The Commission was of the view that Newstalk 106 did not infringe Section 24(2)(b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The soundbites used during the news bulletins were balanced and fair to both sides.  

The complaint was rejected.
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