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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Ms. Áine Ní Chonaill, Ref. No.  98/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Liveline'
	25th July, 2003


Summary of Complaint:

Ms. Ní Chonaill’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(a), relates to the programme 'Liveline'.  Before airing, it was announced that the topics would include the mooted deportation of a South African woman and her two daughters from Tralee, a case which had featured in the media.

Ms. Ní Chonaill rang RTÉ and said she would be happy to give the pro-deportation view, identifying herself as P.R.O. of Immigration Control Platform.  RTÉ said they would get back to her.  Ms. Ní Chonaill also rang a colleague of hers, Mr. James Kennedy of Ardfert, and told him about the programme.  He also rang in and offered to speak and again, RTÉ said they might get back to him.

Ms. Ní Chonaill states that Derek Davis did a total bleeding-heart routine speaking to one of the daughters – “are you able to sleep, pet?”  “Do you speak Irish, did you go to an Irish school….?”  To the mother the question was posed “Is there any hope?”

On 30th July, Mr. Davis picked up the theme again, speaking to an anti-deportation lobbyist who had written to the press on the matter.  This speaker got free rein for her bleeding heart spiel and among his comments Mr. Davis included [sic] “well, there is a legal saying ‘hard cases make bad law’, but it is the lousiest, most hard-hearted, meanest.….saying”.

Ms. Ní Chonaill states that neither she nor Mr. Kennedy was used in either broadcast.  It is her contention that in these broadcasts, RTÉ effectively co-opted itself to an anti-deportation campaign which it had no right to do.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that Ms. Ní Chonaill in her complaint provides information about how she attempted to participate in the programme herself to express her own views on the deportation of a Nigerian mother and her two children.  RTÉ believes that Ms. Ní Chonaill’s description of her attempt to get on the programme is entirely irrelevant.  What can be subject of a complaint to the Broadcasting Complaints Commission is material which has been broadcast.  Attempts to get on the programme cannot be part of a complaint.

- 2 -

The production team responsible for 'Liveline' received a large volume of calls from people in the Tralee area expressing their opposition to the proposed deportation of a mother and her two children.  The production team decided to put on air the Nigerian woman and her older daughter.  The programme presenter, Derek Davis, allowed the two to tell their story.  As this was towards the end of the programme, no other contribution on the issue was possible.  The production team received a number of calls on this subject.  As the vast majority of the calls came from those opposed to the deportation, a decision was taken to return to the topic in a later programme and to limit the contributions to one woman who opposed the deportation.  

Ms. Ní Chonaill contacted the programme and offered to be interviewed to express her support for the deportation.  A decision was taken not to allow Ms. Ní Chonaill participate. It is the policy of the 'Lifeline’ programme policy to put on air people not in the pubic eye.  The programme prides itself on the provision of access to the airwaves for ordinary citizens to express their views on current topics.  The subject matter was confined not to the general principles of immigration and deportation, but rather to confine it to the human story involved in the deportation of one mother and her two children.

The 'Liveline' programme made no claim that the issue of immigration and asylum-seekers was the subject of the programme.  It was clear at all times that coverage on the programme extended exclusively to the issue of one mother and her children.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Á. Ní Chonaill.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The Commission considered that the subject matter of the programme had been a legitimate matter to cover.  It was a human-interest story.  

The complaint was rejected. 

__________________________________________________________________________

BCC Board Meeting, Oct 2003, Ref 98/03


