[image: image1.jpg](@

Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Eileene McLoughlin                      Ref. No.   214/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TG4
	Justice League
	19 July 2007


Complaint Summary:

Ms. McLoughlin’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – violent content) relates to an animated adventure series broadcast on TG4.  Ms. McLoughlin believes this programme aimed at children was highly disturbing.  She states that the story shows a young girl watching television with her parents, in a zombie like state, sitting on a sofa behind her.  A man and woman are seen to come into the room and abduct the girl.  She is then taken to a man and he, along with the man and woman are seen to have zombie-like eyes.  The child is held down between the man and the woman while she cries and screams, trying to break loose.  The girl is then shown in a trance – again with zombie-like eyes.  Ms. McLoughlin found all of this very disturbing, terrorising, abusive and sickening. 

Station’s Response: 

TG4 state that this broadcast is based on an episode from a well known action-packed animation adventure series in which some of the world’s greatest superheroes, including Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, Green Lantern and others, join forces to battle powerful villains, supernatural creatures and evil entities determined to take over the world and destroy the Justice League.  This is a long established and popular animated series aimed at children.  

In this episode as in others, dastardly forces attempt to do evil only to be thwarted by the combined superior guile and goodness of the superheroes.  Through the ages, narrative storytelling requires that evil deeds must first take place so that good can ultimately triumph.  This is particularly the case in children’s storytelling through the ages.  The depiction of such evil deeds can be quite graphic and masterpieces of children’s storytelling, from Hans Christian Andersen to Disney’s famous, if sometimes gothic, animated tales abound in terrifying scenarios in which the hero addresses and overcomes evil to render the world a safe and happy place again.  Adults often react more fearfully to the evil events than do children.

In this episode of Justice League, a flashback sequence shows that the evil Joker has orchestrated the abduction of a young girl. The League’s task is to end this cruel crime and bring the perpetrators to justice.  The flashback sequence does contain the actions described by the complainant but these are essential to set up the outcome of the triumph of good over evil.  In this context, TG4 does not accept that the sequence, taken in the round, can be fairly described as “disturbing, terrorising or sickening”.  

TG4 is satisfied that the sequence in this episode is in keeping with the norms of this form of animation storytelling for a young audience and, viewed as part of a scenario which leads to a safe and satisfactory outcome, is justified.

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The broadcast item in question was part of a cartoon during which well-known ‘superheroes’ such as Superman and Wonder Woman fought the battle of good against evil.  The ‘superheroes’ set out to rescue a young girl being held captive by the ‘Baddie’.  The scene complained of explains how the young girl came to be held by the ‘Baddie’.  The Commission noted that the scene was in keeping with animated fantasy programmes.  The Commission acknowledges that the programme contained a ‘scary’ element.  However, the images and storyline were at all times fanciful in nature.  This cartoon genre is familiar to children and the good versus evil scenario synonymous with children’s storytelling.    

The Commission noted that while the content of these cartoons is unrealistic, nevertheless some of the content in this particular broadcast was close to borderline.   However, the content and storyline were typical of the genre.  Also, the content was sufficiently animated and fanciful that it was unlikely children would have regarded it as realistic.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards).   
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