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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Eamonn Power                         Ref. No.  224/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio1
	Liveline
	7 August 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Power’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(fairness, objectivity and impartiality in current affairs), concerns a discussion relating to the decision of  Aer Lingus regarding Shannon.  The complainant states that, without provocation, the presenter, Joe Duffy, made a number of blatant attempts to stir the discussion towards criticism of Belfast obtaining routes from Aer Lingus into Heathrow.  Remarks such as “is this what Pádraic Pearse died for? and “Mr. Mannion planting a shamrock kiss on Mr. Paisley’s lovely face” (or similar words) and other totally gratuitous remarks.  Mr. Power believes this was an attempt at incitement and hopes it does not reflect RTÉ official policy. He believes the programme lacked impartiality.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ state that the subject matter under discussion was the decision of Aer Lingus to end its Shannon-Heathrow flights and begin a service from Belfast to Heathrow.  It is RTÉ’s view that the presenter acted completely impartially throughout the programme and attempted to keep the topic under discussion interesting for the audience.  This may involve asking provocative questions.  One which undoubtedly arises from the decision by Aer Lingus to abandon Shannon is the possible political motivation behind the decision to allocate the scarce resource of landing rights at Heathrow to Belfast.  As support for Northern Ireland is regarded as something in the national interest, many people are not prepared to address the issue of Belfast’s gain at Shannon’s expense.  What Mr. Power regards as steering the discussion and incitement was the presenter trying to get contributors to the programme to address an issue they would rather not address.  RTÉ is fully committed to comprehensive, fair and balanced reportage of all political issues and believe that Liveline fully adhered to this in this broadcast. 
Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The subject matter in this particular broadcast was the decision of Aer Lingus to relocate four Heathrow flight routes from Shannon to Belfast.  The Commission noted that many of the callers to the programme asserted that they would be affected by the Aer Lingus decision; some of their views and opinions were tinged with emotion and resentment for Aer Lingus.  The Commission was of the view that the subject matter was a highly emotive one.  The decision had created an enormous reaction in Ireland and, at the time of the broadcast, was one of the main subjects of discussion and debate in both the print and broadcast media.  Therefore, if the overall impression given by the programme was negative in nature, the Commission was of the opinion that this reflected wider general public and business opinion.  What is important to the Commission is that the programme treated the subject matter in an objective and impartial manner.     
The Commission acknowledges that the presenter did make the remarks as submitted by the complainant.  However, on listening to the entire discussion it was clear that such remarks were made to generate discussion and to enliven the debate.  The format of Liveline is well-known and the presenter played very much the devil’s advocate role on this occasion.  The Commission noted that one of the callers mentioned to the presenter that he knew he [the presenter] was trying to stir things up.  The tone and manner were moderate throughout and the presenter sufficiently challenged the views of callers to the programme.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this broadcast.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(a)(fairness, objectivity and impartiality in current affairs).  
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