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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Elia Cassandro                                      Ref. No. 293/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Two
	Gavin and Stacey
	7 August 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Cassandro’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency, Code of Programme Standards: Section 3.2 sexual conduct).  The complainant states that at 9.15pm on 7 August his 5 year old son accidentally changed channel and put on RTÉ Two.  Mr. Cassandro, his wife and their four children watched a sex scene that left nothing to the imagination.  Although he quickly changed the channel, the complainant believes it was much too early in the evening to show something that ten years ago, would have been considered porn.  He also believes that the whole programme was a disgrace; full of sick vulgarities, was disturbing for everyone and should not have been broadcast at all and certainly not when children could be awake.  

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that ‘Gavin and Stacey’ is a comedy series that features the story of an Essex boy and his relationship with a Welsh girl.  The episode broadcast on 7 August featured the wedding of the two main characters.  The humour in the series is gentle observational humour with quintessentially every-day characters.  During the course of the wedding there is one brief scene when the bride and her best friend walk through a room in the hotel where the wedding reception is taking place and pass two guests who are engaged in casual sex.  The images of the sexual activity taking place are shown in a discreet manner, both parties are fully clothed.  There are no close-ups.

Mr. Cassandro believes the programme was broadcast too early.  The scene that has led to this complaint was broadcast towards the end of the programme at approximately 9.24pm - after the watershed of 9pm.  Viewers are aware that after 9pm, programming more suitable for adult audiences may be shown and that there may be some images unsuitable for children broadcast after 9pm.  When this programme was first transmitted on BBC Three, the transmission time was identical to the RTÉ transmission time, that is 9pm.

In addition to scheduling the programme after the watershed, RTÉ gave the programme a PS (Parental Supervision) classification.  The PS sign appeared on the opening of the programme.

RTÉ believes that the images in the programme would not have offended many members of the audience.  When account is taken of the time of broadcast and the classification of the programme, it is RTÉ’s view that the programme did not breach commonly held standards of contemporary Irish society. 

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a broadcast of a series entitled ‘Gavin and Stacey’.  In assessing the complaint the Commission had to have regard to Section 3.2 sexual conduct of the Code of Programme Standards which states that ‘as a general rule, broadcasters shall have due regard to the appropriateness of, and/or justification for, the inclusion of sexual conduct during programme material’.
The series is a British sitcom which has at its core the relationship between the two main characters, Gavin and Stacey.  In this particular episode, Gavin and Stacey get married.  The Commission noted that the humour was based on the programme’s characters, stemming mainly from their foibles and how they interacted with each other.  The Commission also noted that it was at all times gentle and kind-hearted.  With regard to the sexual content, the Commission noted that the two shots of a sex-scene were fleeting and non-explicit, with both characters clothed.  The programme was broadcast after the 9 p.m. watershed and clearly preceded by a ‘Parental Supervision’ classification.  Given the scheduling and classification decisions of the broadcaster coupled with the non-explicit sexual content and evident humorous nature of the programme, the Commission was of the opinion that the programme was not in breach of the Code of Programme Standards.  This was an adult programme with moderate content broadcast during the night-time schedule when viewers could expect material of an adult nature to be broadcast.  Further, the broadcaster signposted the pending content for the viewer.  This broadcast was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – 3.2 sexual conduct).
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