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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Christopher Boudren                           Ref. No. 300/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Today FM
	The Ray Foley Show
	22 July 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Boudren’s complaint is submitted under Sections 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards, Section 2.1. general community standards). The complainant states that reference was made on this show to “puppy kicking” and a “bloodbath”.  Mr. Boudren believes this was a reference to a matter first aired on Ian Dempsey’s morning show.  He believes this offends taste and decency, encourages violence and cruelty to animals. 
Station’s Response:

Today FM states, ‘The Ray Foley Show’ is built on irreverence and at times this can arouse sensitivity in listeners.  Today FM reassures the Commission that there was no “puppy kicking” or “bloodbath” on the Breakfast show and the Ray Foley piece was purely ironic make believe.  A lot of the Show’s content during these days was blaming Tom Dunne for negative developments in the station.  This followed the announcement of his impending departure to Newstalk 106.

Today FM does not condone the ill treatment of animals. Today FM was disappointed to receive the complaint from this listener and promises to bring it to the attention of the production team.
Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns the reading out of a caller’s message by the presenter about ‘cruelty to animals’ and ‘Today FM traitor Tom Dunne’.  In assessing this complaint, the Commission had to have regard to Section 2.1 general community standards of the Code of Programme Standards, which states: ‘programme material shall not offend against commonly held standards considered acceptable in contemporary Irish society’.
On hearing the broadcast, the Commission noted that the piece was evidently humorous in nature.  The presenter read out the comments of the caller which included:

‘..Tom Dunne as you lot revealed yesterday loves nothing better than kicking puppies til they bleed.  Turns out this very morning Tom was up to his old tricks again kicking another helpless puppy’s brains in.  Cuddly Ian Dempsey witnessed the whole gruesome attack as Tom turned the Today FM offices into a puppy flavoured bloodbath’.    
This was followed by a soundbyte from Ian Dempsey: ‘He’s done it again, blood everywhere’.
When the piece was heard in context, it was evident it was an on-going joke between the presenters at the station.  The tone was humorous throughout and clearly tongue-in-cheek.  The Commission would acknowledge that reference to animal cruelty in certain circumstances could be considered offensive and/or inappropriate.  However, the Commission was of the opinion that the content was moderate and while the humour may not have been to all tastes, it was acceptable and unlikely to cause widespread offence.  On hearing the broadcast, it was clear it was not to be taken seriously.  It was evident that the tone was humerous and regular listeners would expect such humour.  The Commission found that at no stage in the broadcast was cruelty to animals encouraged and/or condoned.  This complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards, section 2.1 general community standards). 
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