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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Rev. Philip Kemmy                                       Ref. No. 310/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	Fáilte Towers
	10 August 2008


Complaint Summary:

Rev. Kemmy’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency, Code of Programme Standards: Section 3.3.3 inappropriate use of names considered sacred or holy).  The complainant states as he watched this programme, he noted that the various profanities which the contestants uttered during the filming had been ‘bleeped’ over to avoid causing offence.  He was left perplexed as the makers of this programme failed to uphold the same standards each time the name of Jesus Christ was used by way of a profanity.  One particular scene showed one male contestant playing around with a live lobster and as he approached another male contestant with it, this second man repeatedly uttered the words ‘Jesus Christ’.

Rev. Kemmy recognises that many people in this country misuse the name of Jesus in a sacrilegious manner.  His complaint concerns the criteria used by RTÉ to determine what might be offensive to the viewers’ sensibilities.  As already stated, presumably the various swear words were deleted because they would indeed cause offence to some viewers.  Rev. Kemmy wonders why, in a predominantly Christian country, would the misuse of the name of Jesus be deemed acceptable and inoffensive to viewers, the majority of whom would presumably be Christian?.  Since the Christian faith reveres the name of Jesus as sacred and since the profanation of that name falls under the second commandment, why were the programme makers not concerned that the profanation of something so sacred to the Christian faith might cause offence to Christian viewers as much, if not more so, than the other swear words and profanities might offend viewers.  It would seem RTÉ were following articles 3.3.1 and 3.3.2 of the Code of Programme Standards while ignoring article 3.3.3.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that ‘Fáilte Towers’ was a reality television series in which a number of celebrities were given the task of running a hotel for a couple of weeks.  As the genre involves fly-on-the-wall camera techniques capturing the events that occurred in the hotel there was inevitably considerable colloquial use of language recorded.  The production team masked or bleeped out what they considered to be the most offensive language.  They did not remove the use of Jesus Christ! when used in an exclamatory fashion.  Everyday common use of the English language in Ireland includes frequent uses of expressions such as Oh My God! Jesus Christ! etc.  Such usage is not regarded as offensive by the vast majority of people.  Furthermore, those using the expressions are entirely unaware such usage might be regarded as profane.  There is no intention to insult anyone in the use of expressions such as Jesus Christ!  It is important to add that the use of the expression was not used at any time in the programme with a menacing or hostile tone and there was no contempt towards religion included.  In implementing section 3.3.3 of the Code, RTÉ takes account of the use of names considered sacred or holy.  They endeavour not to include such usage unless justified.  There are expressions which RTÉ regard as definitely likely to cause offence which they will not broadcast.  However, RTÉ believes reflecting everyday usage of language does not generally cause offence and should not be censored.  This is particularly true in certain types of programming, including reality television.

It is RTÉ’s view that in the context of reflecting the reality of running a hotel, the Commission will regard the inclusion of these words as responsible and justified.  RTÉ believes the reaction of Rev. Kemmy is not typical of most viewers who would have accepted that the inclusion of everyday linguistic expression was appropriate.
Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The programme in question was a reality TV show in which well-known individuals had to manage a hotel and each nominated a charity of their choice to benefit from their participation.  The complaint relates to the use of the words ‘Jesus Christ’.  In assessing this complaint, the Commission had to have regard to Section 3.3 of the Code of Programme Standards and in particular 3.3.3 which states, ‘3.3.3 recognising that the inappropriate use of names considered sacred or holy by believers may cause serious offence, broadcasters shall take a responsible approach to their inclusion during programming and their inclusion must be justified’. 
The Commission acknowledges that the name ‘Jesus Christ’ was used on a couple of occasions in the broadcast.  The Commission noted that on each occasion it was used by the same individual as he reacted to a situation.  On the first occasion, he reacted to a waiter dropping a tray of food as he was delivering it to the dining room.  The second time was when one of the other participants chased him with a live lobster and put it on the back of his head and the nape of his neck.  It was evident that the words were used in an exclamatory fashion.  The Commission would acknowledge that certain words used by the participants were ‘bleeped’ over, as submitted by the complainant.  However, the programme was a reality show and it included the participant’s reactions to various challenges and occurrences throughout the day as they occurred.  Therefore, it is highly likely that the language in the programme would be colloquial in nature.  While some listeners may not like the use of such words, their use is common in the every-day spoken language in Ireland.  

On viewing the broadcast, it was obvious that one of the participants regularly uses the name when reacting to a particular situation.  The series is a ‘fly-on-the-wall’ style programme and people’s natural reactions and personalities come through.  On both occasions the individual was taken by surprise and his immediate reaction was to say ‘Jesus Christ’.  The Commission considered that the language was used in a colloquial sense with no intention to cause offence.  The Commission would accept that the words are religious and that some Christians would regard their use as blasphemous.  However, it was used in the vernacular, with no religious connotations and the Commission was of the view that the majority of listeners would have heard it as such. Therefore, their use was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards - Section 3.3.3 coarse and offensive language).
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