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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Ms. Eilis Ní Bhuachalla                            Ref. No. 315/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2
	Langerland.tv
	9 September  2008


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Ní Bhuachalla’s complaint is submitted under Sections 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards, Section 3.3. coarse and offensive language and Section 3.4 persons and groups in society).  The complainant states that towards the end of this programme a chamber-pot was displayed with a picture of Pope Benedict XV1 on one side of it facing the viewer.  Ms. Ní Bhuachalla believes that the use of a chamber-pot with a picture of the leader of the Roman Catholic Church on the side was in very bad taste.  Furthermore, the pot was referred to as a “piss pot”.  The complainant found the programme used inappropriate language and depicted the present Pope in a less than flattering manner.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that in this programme the rhetorical question was asked “What has the IRA ever done for us?”  This was followed by a series of sketches, one of which was a parody of Ian Paisley selling loyalist paraphernalia.  At one point a chamber-pot with the image of the Pope appeared and Ian Paisley was heard to say “…or relieve yourself in Free Presbyterian style with a fantastic Papal piss-pit only €18.01”

RTÉ does not accept the points raised by the complainant in relation to this programme.  This is a comedy programme transmitting after 11 p.m.  The audience’s expectation for a comedy programme at this hour on RTÉ Two would be tolerant of imagery and language which might be inappropriate earlier in the evening.  The particular sketch was satirising Loyalist values rather than Catholic values.  It was not insulting the Pope.  If anything it was insulting loyalists.  

RTÉ believes the word “piss-pot” would not have caused offence to many viewers.  It is a colloquial expression commonly used and widely accepted.  In a programme broadcast more than two hours after the beginning of the watershed, it is unlikely many viewers were offended.

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a particular sketch broadcast in an episode of ‘Langerland.tv’.  The Commission noted that the series consists of episodes in which a satirical look is taken at issues of relevance to Ireland.  The title of the particular episode, which is the subject of this complaint, was ‘It’s the top ten: What have the IRA done for us?’  In the subsequent broadcast, a number of major issues relating to the IRA were depicted in animated form.  This included satirical references to Sinn Féin, the Civil War, former Taoiseach Charles Haughey and former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, the miscarriages of justices, murder, Catholicism and Protestantism and so forth.  The complaint relates to the specific sketch on Rev. Ian Paisley, ‘number 3’ in the so called top ten.  The opening of the sketch shows a cartoon figure of Rev. Ian Paisley announcing a sale in his ‘Orange’ superstore.  The script included:

‘This July 12th we’ve got more Unionist trinkets than you can shake a Catholic schoolgirl at.  This stylish bowler hat and matching sash, only £16.90.  His and hers Union Jack boxers and Queen Mum knickers only £18.95.  Or relieve yourself in true Presbyterian style with a fantastic Papal piss-pot only £18.01’.  
The Commission noted that it was clearly evident from the start of the piece that it was satirical.  Audiences would be aware that with such genre of programming,  influential political leaders and organisations are, and can expect to be, subjected to parody.  While such humour may not appeal to all tastes, the Commission must respect the right to freedom of expression.  

On viewing this broadcast, the Commission could not determine that the language was unjustifiable and/or that the particular sketch was unduly offensive to Catholics.  The content of the broadcast was based on the main aspects of the troubles in the North.  As religion was a major factor, it was included in this broadcast.  Further, Rev. Ian Paisley has played a major role and his views are well-known and documented.  The programme-makers chose to parody his views, to subject them to caustic humour.  Therefore, one could expect that the issues particular to him would be targeted, including religion.  In the case of Rev. Paisley, Catholicism was an issue for him.  The broadcast item included satire on this feature, but did so in a reasonable and acceptable manner.  It was the views of Rev. Paisley that were being satirised, and not the Pope as submitted by the complainant.    

With regard to coarse and offensive language, the programme was broadcast in the late-night schedule.  It is an animated series which is aimed at an adult audience that lampoons issues of major relevance to and/or in Ireland.  Given the scheduling and the nature of the series, the Commission found that the use of the word ‘piss-pot’ could not be considered coarse or offensive.  

While the Commission would acknowledge that the humour may not appeal to all, such lampooning of political people is a widely recognised genre of programming, one which can be hard-hitting.  The religious conflict was integral to the Troubles and was included in the broadcast in a manner which could not be considered to be unduly offensive to the Pope.  The satire aimed to highlight the well-known held opinions of Rev. Paisley.  There was no evidence of any intent to offend the Head of the Catholic Church.  Given the time of broadcast, the context of the piece, and in particular its evident satirical nature, this broadcast item was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected with regard to the Code of Programme Standards – 3.3 coarse and offensive language & 3.4.3 persons and groups in society.
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