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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Price, ref: 106/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ
	News Bulletins
	28 June 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. Price's complaint, under Sections 24(a)(impartiality) and (f)(slander) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to an interview with Ray Cimino in relation to the sighting of, what was thought to be, a puma in Co. Monaghan.  Mr. Price claims Mr. Cimino is a self appointed expert and animal dealer and RTÉ knowingly and irresponsibly broadcast an interview with him on the need for an Irish Dangerous Wild Animals Act.  Mr. Price further states that at the launch of the ISPCA (failed effort) to secure the DWA espoused by Mr. Cimino and the ISPCA, RTÉ broadcast on the two main evening news bulletins, this same appeal for DWA, stating it was supported by all parties and party leaders and the Gardaí -- a matter which was wholly untrue.  Mr. Price further states that RTÉ continue to push the need for a DWA as proposed by Mr. Cimino and the ISPCA while blatantly misrepresenting this issue in its succession of news reports.  Mr. Price states that he has complained many times to RTÉ about these captive wildlife issues and their biased reporting and censorship of views on same. 
Station’s Response

RTÉ in its response state that their report on the sightings of a large black cat in Monaghan, was impartial and no one was slandered in the report.  The report in question contained an amateur video footage, an interview with someone who had seen the cat and an interview with a spokesman for the Gardaí.  This was followed up with a studio interview with Ray Cimino who was described as a wildlife consultant.  In this interview Mr. Cimino stated the need for legislation to control the ownership of wild animals and that the ISPCA had drawn up proposed legislation but nothing had been done.  RTÉ could not find anything in the introduction, the report or the studio interview that could possibly have breached obligations in terms of impartiality. 

Neither could RTÉ find any statement in the report that in any way equates with slander.

RTÉ does not accept Mr. Price's increasingly intemperate accusations of bias, censorship and inaccuracy.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Sections 24(2)(impartiality) and (f)(slander).  The report in question covered the issue of the sightings of a large black cat.  It was factual and presented impartially.  It was followed by an impartial interview with a wildlife expert.  There was no evidence of any editorial bias or slanderous content in this broadcast item.  The complaint was rejected.
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