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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Marie O’Brien Ref: 128/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Spin 1038
	‘Spin Talk’
	16 July 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Ms. O’Brien's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to a programme called 'Spin Talk' which every Friday deals with sex issues.  The station does advise that parental guidance may be necessary.  Ms. O’Brien states that this is not always possible with young teenagers listening to radio.  On this day the presenters, Jack and Ali, were discussing ‘hand jobs’.  They read out 10 different ways of giving a hand job.  They talked about the 3 fs and they also suggested it was a good way of satisfying your boyfriend if you were not ready to have sex.  

Ms. O’Brien points out that many teenagers listen to this programme, including her 13 year old, because of the music it plays but for a programme to be so blatant to be aired in the middle of the day is outrageous!
Station’s Response:

Spin 1038 state in their response that the subject of the programme centered on male masturbation.  The ‘Gender Agenda’ is a regular feature on Friday’s 'Spin Talk' programme.  This section is heavily promoted as a Sex & Relationship feature.  Warning messages are consistently broadcast around this section, which alert listeners to an open and frank discussion on sex and sexuality.  

The feature was based around an interview with a sex and relationship expert, Melissa Ulto and also featured calls and text messages from the show’s listeners recounting their experiences.  Although Spin 1038 accept masturbation is a taboo topic, many major studies by leading experts suggest that a very clear majority of males engage in masturbation.  This makes it a common practice, but one which is rarely covered on radio.  As a news and current affairs show, 'Spin Talk' has a brief to challenge boundaries and break down traditional taboos.  On occasion, this requires the programme to cover topics that more traditional broadcasters would avoid at any time of the day.

Spin 1038 state it was not their intention to offend and their coverage of similar items tends to be scheduled within the Friday segment of the show – which is clearly and repeatedly flagged as dealing with sex and relationship issues.  They apologise for giving offence to Ms. O’Brien but feel they do offer adequate warnings and advice during the programme.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Ms. Marie O'Brien.  The Commission was of the view that Spin 1038 did infringe Section 24(2)(a)(taste & decency).  The programme contained an explicit discussion on masturbation.  The topic was dealt with in a gratuitous manner.  This broadcast was in poor taste, particularly given the time of day of the broadcast.  The station did broadcast warnings about the adult content of the programme, but this does not circumvent the station's editorial responsibility.  The programme was offensive given the quite cynical presentation of the sexual content and the inappropriate time of broadcast.  The complaint was upheld.
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