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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Tara Flynn  Ref: 143/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2FM
	'The Full Irish'
	03 August 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Ms. Flynn's complaint under Sections 24(2)(a)(impartiality) and (b)(taste & decency/law & order) of  Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a remark by 2FM presenter Mr. Ryan Tubridy on his show.  During a review of the morning papers, reference was made to a report in one of the broadsheets in relation to the DSPCA, who have declared a state of emergency regarding the number of feral/stray cats in Dublin alone.  The DSPCA are urging people/pet owners, to have their cats neutered in order to combat the number of strays. It was pointed out that the DSPCA would neuter a cat for €25.  Mr Tubridy's comment was 'or you could do it yourself with a steak knife'.  Ms. Flynn believes this remark was completely out of order and extremely irresponsible.  In a society where animal cruelty is at an all time high, it is not acceptable for a broadcaster to share his unwanted opinion with his listeners.  Ms. Flynn claims Mr. Tubridy's dislike of cats is well known and this being so,  she does not need to hear his opinions on cats being neutered.  Ms. Flynn believes Mr. Tubridy overstepped the mark on this occasion. 
Station’s Response

RTÉ in their response claim that the remark made by Ryan Tubridy was said during playful banter between himself and Katriona McFadden who was reviewing the morning newspapers.  Mr. Tubridy's audience is well aware of his dislike of cats and this is a running joke on his programme.  The presenter was simply being playful when he suggested using a steak knife to neuter a cat.  He did not expect his audience to take his advice literally.  This was simply a further expression of his personal dislike for cats.

Ryan Tubridy's persona on the programme is that of a playful, opinionated person who comes close to crossing the line in terms of taste and politeness.  It is neither his intention, nor RTÉ's, that the audience should take offence at some of the remarks he makes.  RTÉ regrets that Ms. Flynn was upset by his remarks, however it should be recognised that any offence caused was not intentional.

RTÉ reject Ms. Flynn's complaint under impartiality and taste and decency and question whether Mr. Tubridy's remarks could be interpreted as one which would incite to commit a crime.  RTÉ believe the vast majority of listeners would have been fully aware Ryan Tubridy was not literally calling on members of the audience to use steak knives to neuter cats and thereby inflict cruelty on them.  He was merely colourfully expressing his dislike of cats.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Tara Flynn.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  The tone of the broadcast piece was humorous, tongue-in-cheek.  While the humour may not have been to everyone's taste, the Commission considered it to be light-hearted and inoffensive.  Also, it did not in any way encourage cruelty to animals.  The complaint was rejected.
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