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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Noelien Mahase Ref. No. 156/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Newstalk 106FM
	'The Wide Angle'
	8 November 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Ms. Mahase’ complaint, under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to an interview with Kevin Myers and the Palestinian Representative.  She claims the diplomat insulted all who disagreed with the Palestinian view and further states he was aided in doing so by the presenter of the programme, Karen Coleman.  Ms. Mahase states Ms. Coleman rarely has any Jewish guests on her programme and on the occasion when she does, they tend to be from the far left.  She believes Ms. Coleman's debates are not fair and balanced.

Station’s Response:

No response from the Broadcaster.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Mahase.  The Commission was of the view that Newstalk 106FM did not infringe Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  The broadcast in question was fair and impartial.  The presenter facilitated a balanced discussion in which views were questioned and challenged.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this programme.  The complaint was rejected.

The Commission expressed its concern with the lack of response from the broadcaster, Newstalk 106FM, to this complaint.
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