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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin McMahon Ref. No. 32/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Newstalk 106FM
	'The Right Hook'
	28/29 January 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. McMahon's complaint under Section 24 (2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to two consecutive editions of 'The Right Hook' that featured lengthy discussion on the benefits of legalising certain 'soft drugs'.  Mr. McMahon claims neither programme had any representative to counterbalance the obvious pro-legalisation stance of the guests on the respective programmes.  To compound this bias, insofar as the panellists were all avowed pro-legalisation advocates, the presenters on both programmes couched all questions and comments in a sympathetic, liberal and pro-legalisation manner.  The subjectivity of the presenters was especially pronounced in that there was no-one from the anti-legalisation side and as such, the producer should have ensured that the presenters put forward anti-legalization thoughts.  One of the presenters, Daire O'Brien, while addressing the issue of bias which a listener had taken issue with, admitted that he and Newstalk 106FM were unashamedly subjective in their broadcasting and that the listener was 'hung up on balance'.  He further suggested that if one wanted balance they should tune into '88.5 FM' i.e. RTÉ.

It is Mr. McMahon's view that the pro-legalisation discussion on the programme on 28th January, should have been followed by an anti-legalisation discussion on the 29th.  However the opposite occurred. Mr. McMahon believes both presenters and producers should be cited for the bias and pro-legalising manner in which they presented and produced these programmes. 
Station’s Response:

No response from the Broadcaster.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Eoin McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that Newstalk 106FM did not breach Section 24(2)(a).  The programmes dealt with the problem of drug usage in Ireland.  In this context, a number of issues were discussed in relation to drugs, including the legalisation of soft drugs.  The discussions were balanced, responsible and informative with points raised being challenged and explored.  There was no editorial bias evident in either broadcast.  The complaint was rejected.

The Commission expressed its concern with the lack of response from the broadcaster, Newstalk 106FM, to this complaint.
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