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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin McMahon Ref. No. 64/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Newstalk 106 FM
	'Lunchtime with Damien Kiberd'
	7 May 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. McMahon's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an interview with Jerome Casey, a transport economist, in a two-way discussion relating to the benefits of, amongst other areas of public transport policy, Quality Bus Corridors.

Mr. McMahon claims this interview is one of many conducted on NewsTalk 106FM where no persons were invited to give the motorists point of view.  Those with pro public transport views are given free reign to expound their views while those holding an opposing viewpoint are not given comparable time either in a broad-based discussion or in a two-way discussion such as in this programme.  Mr. McMahon states that presenter Damien Kiberd led the discussion in such a way as to give the impression that bus transport is necessary to cure the perma-gridlock in Dublin when the fact is that there is only gridlock in Dublin in morning and evening commuter periods.  Mr. McMahon states that he also objects to the cosy sympathetic line taken by Mr. Kiberd in these types of interviews.  The result of this type of fawning 'debate' was a conversation that did not highlight the negative impact these initiatives will have on private motorists.  Such subservience, is, in Mr. McMahon's view, preventing this particular presenter and the radio station that employs him, from doing any investigative work on the desirability or usefulness in employing such drastic anti-car initiatives as Quality Bus Corridors.  It is vital that during such interviews Mr. Kiberd should play devil's advocate and put the questions to public transport advocates that those with an opposing viewpoint wish for.  This would have the desired effect of both informing and entertaining the public, many of whom are not aware of the impending restrictions on their private motoring.

Station’s Response:

No response from the Broadcaster.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Eoin McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that Newstalk 106FM did not breach Section 24(2)(a).  The discussion dealt with issues that could assist in redressing transport problems in the Dublin area.  The interview was conducted by Mr. Kiberd in a fair and balanced manner.  Issues were explored and opinions questioned.  There was no evidence of partiality or editorial bias.  The complaint was rejected.

The Commission expressed its concern with the lack of response from the broadcaster, Newstalk 106FM, to this complaint.
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