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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Rev. Raymond Hannon, C.C. Ref: 97/04
	Station: 
 
	Publication/Broadcast:
  
	Date:



	RTÉ
	'RTÉ Guide' & RTÉ TV1: 'Fair City'
	5 June 2004

6 June 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Rev. Raymond Hannon's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to the series 'Fair City' and the front cover of the 'RTÉ Guide' advertising an episode of the series.

Rev. Hannon objects to the storyline of sex,  fornication and adultery,  dressed up as "affairs" and states RTÉ have a cheek to ask people to watch this dirty programme on - of all days - Sunday.  He believes Sunday is not Sunday at Montrose - it is always referred to as "the weekend".  Furthermore, he finds the picture on the front of the 'RTÉ Guide' offensive.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that this episode of 'Fair City' was shown on Sunday 6th June and the storyline involved a sexual encounter between a teacher and a pupil.  As episodes are also shown on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, RTÉ does not believe the storyline should be adjusted to take account of the Sunday broadcasts.  Sexual relationships are part of everyday life.  Their portrayal within 'Fair City' is legitimate as the series endeavours to reflect concerns of urban Ireland in the year 2004.  The imagery and language used within 'Fair City' takes account of the pre-watershed transmission and conforms to RTÉ's own Codes of Taste and Decency.  RTÉ rejects Reverend Hannon's claim that it's presenters do not refer to Sunday when on air but refer to it as the "weekend".  It's  presenters refer to 'Sunday' in the same manner as they do other days of the week.  The term 'weekend' is also used to refer to Saturdays and Sundays, but not at the expense of reference to 'Sunday'.  To suggest RTÉ ignores Sunday as the Lord's Day is nonsense and furthermore the station also broadcast religious services on both radio and television every Sunday. 

RTÉ reject the view that the broadcast of 'Fair City' on Sundays is unsuitable.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Reverend Hannon.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  'Fair City' is a popular soap broadcast on RTÉ which covers issues of day-to-day modern life.  In this context, a viewer can expect issues of a sexual nature to be addressed in the series.  The Commission was of the opinion that the sexual content in the particular episode under question, as advertised in the RTÉ Guide, was in keeping with the story-line and integral to it.  It was dealt with in a mature manner and could not be considered to be gratuitous.  Both this episode and the RTÉ Guide were responsibly presented and could not be considered to be offensive.  The scheduling of the programme was considered suitable.  The complaint was rejected.
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