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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Owen McAlinden                                   Ref. No. 299/09
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Newstalk 106-108fm
	Off the Ball
	1 April 2009


Complaint Summary:

Mr. McAlinden’s complaint is submitted under 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards: section 3.3.1 coarse and offensive language).  Mr. McAlinden states that he was in his car with his children when snippets of interviews from previous programmes were played as an intro to this sports programme.  The words “b*****ks” and “shite” have been replayed on numerous occasions.  The complainant claims that he complained to the station on a number of occasions.

Mr. McAlinden states that the repeated use of these extracts is not acceptable at 7 p.m. and they should be held over until after 9 p.m.  As the comments were, at some stage, made by interviewees on the programme, the station could probably not prevent their broadcast.  However, the introduction to the programme is recorded and both could and should have been edited.  Mr. McAlinden believes the comments are in bad taste, are used to give the impression that sport is for “hard men” and used by the presenters of the programme to show how advanced and brave the programme purports to be.  The complainant states that he is not at all shocked by the use of language but it is not acceptable to have this broadcast purely for projecting an image and definitely not at 7 p.m. when parents who commute, would have children in their cars. 
Station’s Response:

Newstalk 106-108fm states that “Off the Ball” is an irreverent sports programme and the tone is invariably tongue in cheek.  The phrases contained in the audio montage at the beginning of the programme are commonly used, particularly in sporting circles and are not used for offence or harm.  The words are used in a programme aimed at an adult audience which is well-known for its irreverent presentation style.  For example, the use of the word “b*****ks” is often used figuratively in Hiberno-English, as a noun to mean ‘nonsense’.  Furthermore, Newstalk does not believe the words are in breach of the Code of Programme Standards nor does their use set out to cause undue offence.  They are used to create a simple headline.

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a preamble to the forthcoming programme ‘Off the Ball’.  The Commission noted that the words used were as submitted by the complainant (see Complainant Summary section above).  In assessing the complaint, the Commission had to have regard to the Code of Programme Standards and in particular section 3.3.1, coarse and offensive language.
On hearing the broadcast item, the Commission found that given the context of the use of the terms the broadcast item could not be considered to breach the Code of Programme Standards as submitted by the complainant.  While some may not like the terms used, they were used in a preamble to a programme aimed at an adult audience which is well-known for its somewhat irreverent presentation style.  Under the Codes of Programme Standards, the Commission must consider if the usage of the term could reasonably be expected to cause undue offence and this includes considering the programme style and audience expectation.  In this context, the Commission found that the term was used to create a ‘grabbing’ headline.  While both words were used in a somewhat aggressive fashion, there was no evidence of intent to cause offence.

Nevertheless, the Commission acknowledges the complainant’s concerns and asks that the station gives consideration to refraining from the inclusion of such language in preambles to its programming.  While acknowledging the complainant’s dislike of the use of the terms, given the context, tone and style of the programme, the terms were unlikely to cause widespread offence in this instance.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards – 3.3.1. coarse and offensive language in programming).
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