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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Ms. Ciara McGarry                                       Ref. No. 377/09
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TV3
	Xposé
	6 July 2009


Complaint Summary:

Ms. McGarry’s complaint is submitted under 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards: section 2.2 due care and 2.3 protection for children). The complainant states that this programme contained indecent photos of glamour topless models.  Although the nipples were blurred, it was still highly inappropriate content for that hour of the day.  Ms. McGarry states it was lucky her children did not see the programme.

Station’s Response:
TV3 states they have investigated this matter and would reply as follows:

1. The images concerned were used in Xposé with reference to their regular celebrity wardrobe piece.

2. As such, the piece was more about Claire Tully and her wardrobe rather than her activities as a glamour model.

3. All of the pictures used of Miss Tully were not graphic.  There was no full frontal or gratuitous nudity.

4. TV3 further ensured that any pictures that may have included Miss Tully’s breast were blurred.

5. It should be noted that the photographs used were within the context of the programme and were appropriate to the audience, which is overwhelmingly female and overwhelmingly adult.  The audience profile for this programme is 87% over 18.

6. It should also be noted that the Xposé interviewer did ask Ms. Tully about peoples’ reactions to her activities as a glamour model and the matter was dealt with appropriately in the context of a fashion and celebrity “lifestyle” programme.

7. Xposé is a programme that is concerned primarily with female related matters and it is within this context that the use of photographs should be considered.  They were in no way provocative or graphic.

TV3 regrets that Mrs. McGarry found the material “indecent”.  Within the context of the programme and indeed within the context of community standards as that phrase is understood for the purposes of the BCI Code of Programme Standards, the material was appropriate and was responsibly used.  

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  Xposé is a magazine style programme that includes features about celebrities, film premieres, film reviews, award ceremonies, rock concerts and such like.  In this particular broadcast, there was coverage on an Irish glamour model, Ms. Clare Tulley.  In assessing this complaint, the Commission had to have regard to Section 3.5 of the Code of Programme Standards and in particular, 2.2 due care and 2.3 protection for children.  

The Commission noted that the report on, and interview with, the glamour model was about her work, including her wardrobe.  The report included pictures of her work which did include a few topless images of the model as submitted by the complainant.  While the Commission would acknowledge the complainant’s concerns about inappropriate imagery, and the timing thereof, in the Commission’s opinion  these particular pictures were sufficiently altered.  Further, they were only a few of the many pictures shown.  All the images used were in the context of the report on Ms. Tully.  She spoke about her work, her wardrobe and responded to questions about peoples’ reactions to her work.  The Commission noted that the pictures were not used in a gratuitous or sexually graphic manner.

Regular viewers to the programme would expect to see such reports.  What is important to the Commission is that the content is in line with the requirements of the programming codes.  The Commission was of the opinion that the report was made in a moderate and responsible manner.  The Commission would acknowledge that some viewers may not have liked the content.  However   it was factual, moderate and based on the work of a well-known glamour model.  The tone was careful and responsible, with no gratuitous content.   In the opinion of the Commission, the content could not be considered to cause undue offence and/or harm.  The Commission found that the content was sufficiently moderated for broadcasting during an episode of Xposé.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d) Code of Programme Standards, 2.2 due care and 2.3 protection for children.
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