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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Paudge Connolly      Ref. Nos. 147/07 & 148/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Shannonside/ Northern Sound
	News & Election Coverage
	23, 24 May 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Connolly’s complaints, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)((impartiality), refer to the news leads broadcast on Shannonside/Northern Sound on 23 and 24 May 2007.   The complainant claims that the news leads were unbalanced and partial.   He submits that local news items are not treated as such by the electorate at election time.  He further claims that many people make up their minds about which way they will vote shortly before actually casting their vote. 

Station’s Response: 

Shannonside/Northern Sound states the news leads broadcast on 23 May were considered a piece of local news with no direct General Election content.  The piece broadcast on 24 May was also treated as local news. Furthermore, no political party was mentioned. Shannonside/Northern Sound state that it made every attempt to ensure balanced and comprehensive coverage to the best of its ability.

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcasts, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The news reports in question dealt with local issues to the towns of Castleblaney and Mullaghmonaghan.  In the broadcast of 23 May, it was reported that a particular Councillor was asking the Council to refurbish premises in Castleblaney as a matter of urgency.  In the broadcasts of the 24 May, it was reported that Mullaghmonaghan was to benefit to the extent of €4.8 million under a Capital Assistance Scheme for Voluntary Housing Projects.  

With regard to the first report, the Commission noted that the Councillor mentioned was not running for election.  It was also noted that he was critical of the Council and he included himself in that criticism.  In the second broadcast, there was no Councillor, organisation or political party mentioned.  Both reports related to local news items.  In the course of a general election, a broadcaster can continue to report on local news.  What is important to the Commission is that it does so in an objective manner.  

With regard to these two broadcasts, the Commission was of the view that they were factual in nature and presented in an impartial manner.  In the opinion of the Commission, they were not related in any way to the forthcoming general election and also, it was highly unlikely they would have influenced how one would vote in any substantial way.  In the opinion of the Commission the reports as broadcast were impartial.  The complaints were rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).
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